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PREFACE. 



THE following pages contain the substance of 
Lectures delivered by the Author to some 
of those members of his congregation who were 
preparing for Confirmation in 1863. The Lec- 
tures are published now in the hope that they 
may be made more generally useful. The special 
object which the Author had in view in them 
was to bring before the minds of those who 
were about to be confi^rmed a series of distinct 
but connected subjeicFtej' on >i^ach of which they 
might dwell separately for a tiirie, (as for a week,) 
examining themselves, with reference to it, and 
offering daily prayers appropriate to it. It is, 
the Author believes, only by being dwelt on 
separately and fully for a time, that the great 
truths of our holy religion can be thoroughly 
impressed on the mind, and made, by God's 
blessing, to form the basis of a real Christian 
life. He humbly trusts that the following Ad- 
dresses, which are intended to be used during 
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the weeks preceding and following Confirma- 
tion, may be made by God a means of pro- 
ducing this good effect, to the glory of God, and 
the eternal salvation of many, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

It should be added that these Lectures are not 
intended to supersede the necessity of personal 
exhortation and instruction in private. It was 
the Author's plan to make them only the ground- 
work of his teaching : and to go over in private 
week by week with the Candidates for Confirma- 
tion the several subjects treated of in them, ex- 
plaining these more fully, and illustrating them 
from Holy Scripture, and from the Church Cate- 
chism and other parts of the Book of Common 
Prayer. 

Brighton, 
November^ 1863. 
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LECTURE I. 



rOE THE FIEST WEEK. 



AN EXHORTATION TO PREPARATION BEFORE COMING 
TO BE CONFIRMED. 

My Friends, — ^You have just given In your names 
to me to express your wish to be confirmed at the Con- 
firmation to be held by the Bishop of the diocese on 

the day of next. It becomes my duty, 

therefore, to urge you to make careful preparation be- 
fore coming to that solemn rite, and to assist you, by 
God's help, in making it. 

And here at once let me beg you to put away from 
your minds all those unworthy views of Confirmation 
which very often lurk in the mind without being ex- 
pressed in words. Do not think of it as a charniy which 
will be sure in some mysterious way to do you good, 
without any eflPort of your own. Do not think of it, 
again, as a mere ceremony, customary for those of your 
age, and therefore to be gone through. Do not think 
of it, once more, as an opportunity for having a holiday 
in the midst of the week. You will indeed, I trust, 
have a most bright and happy day in company with 
friends who are also being confirmed, while you rest for 
a time from your daily work. You will follow the 
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custom — the most valuable custom — of the Church, de- 
rived from the most ancient times. And you will re- 
ceive, I fully hope, a very great blessing from God, to 
help you in your Christian course. But then you must 
come to Confirmation with a right understanding of its 
true nature, and with due preparation of heart and 
mind. Consider, then, to-day what exactly the ordi- 
nance of Confirmation is, and why we should prepare 
before coming to partake of it. 

Now to come to be confirmed is to come before God, 
and His chief minister the Bishop, and the congre- 
gation, solemnly to declare that you take upon your- 
selves the promises made for you by your sureties 
when you were baptized, and earnestly to seek the 
help of God's Holy Spirit to enable you to keep them 
unto your lives' end. Thus you see that, in Con- 
firmation, there are two parts. On the one side you 
are to do something yourselves ; on the other side you 
are to seek something from God. You will, on your 
own part, "renew the solemn promise and vow that 
was made in your name at your Baptism ; ratifying and 
confirming the same in your own persons, and acknow- 
ledging yourselves bound to believe and to do all those 
things which your godfathers and godmothers then 
undertook for you ^" Not that you now, for the first 
time, take these engagements upon yourselves. As 
soon as you came to years of reason you were bound 
by them ; your own conscience will have told you all 
along from your earliest years that you were bound by 
them, and reproached you whenever you failed to fulfil 

•> The Order of Confirmation. 
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them; you will yourselves have admitted that you 
Ought to keep them, each time you joined in the con- 
fession of sin at home or in the church ; each time you 
repeated the Creed, which gives the chief articles of 
belief; each time you made the response to the Com- 
mandments, praying God to enable you to keep His 
holy will. But though you have done this all along, 
yet at Confirmation you do, in a more specially public 
and solemn manner, take your engagements upon your- 
selves. You look back on the past, on what you en- 
gaged to do at Baptism, and consider how far you have 
fulfilled it; and then you solemnly resolve and de- 
clare that you will, by God's help, live more faithfully 
to Him in the time to come. This is what you are 
to do yourselves. 

Then, on the other hand, you are to ask of God, and 
the Bishop, as the chief minister in God's Church, is 
to ask of God for you, that you may receive fresh in- 
crease of grace, i.e. of the power of the Holy Spirit 
dwelling within you, to enable you to live to Him for 
the time to come. That great gift, the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, was indeed, in its measure, imparted to you 
when you were, at your Baptism, presented to Christ. 
And if you have indeed earnestly sought continually 
for "increase of grace," as our Litany expresses it, and 
tried to use the grace which you have received well, 
you will already have much of the power of the Holy 
Spirit within you. But still you will in Confirmation 
seek for a more special outpouring of that grace into 
your hearts, by which alone we can be kept firm in our 
union with Christ unto the end. 
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Now from this you will see how necessary It is that 
you should devote some time to careful preparation, by 
study, and self-exEonination, and prayer, before you come 
to this most solemn and blessed rite. For you cannot, 
without much private reading, and meditation, and self- 
examination, and prayer for the enlightening of God^s 
Spirit, search out what has been amiss in the past, and 
consider distinctly the engagements which you have 
entered into, and see your true position, with reference 
to the past and the future, as an immortal spirit before 
God. You cannot hope to receive God's blessing in its 
fulness, unless you bring a heart softened and laid open, 
and upturned, as it were, like the soil which is pre- 
pared to receive from heaven the fertilizing warmth 
and rain. 

Use, therefore, — I most earnestly and affectionately 
beseech you, — use this time well. The season of pre- 
paration for Confirmation may be one of incalculable 
blessings to you, not for time only but for eternity. It 
may be that, ages and ages hence, you will look back 
on this season as the time when you first realized your 
great privileges, your high destiny, and really resolved 
to dedicate yourself to God. Think what advantages 
this season will afford you. You will have special in- 
structions from your minister, explaining and enforcing 
to you the Word of God. You will have his prayers, 
and those (I hope) of your friends and of the congre- 
gation, daily ascending to heaven for you. You will 
have special invitations to the study of God's Word, 
and self-examination and prayer ; and you will be di- 
rected in the use of these means privately by your- 
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selves. You will have a special opportunity, offered 
you by God in His goodness, of firmly and earnestly 
resolving to give up, by God's help, any evil habits 
which you may know you have formed in the time 
past, and setting out anew in your heavenward life. 
And above all, you will, if you come to it worthily, 
receive in Confirmation the great and precious gift of 
the Holy Spirit, through whom, and through whom 
alone, you may be enabled to overcome all temptations, 
and advance with, it may be a slow and gradual, but 
still a steady progress, and be brought into closer and 
closer union with God in Christ, and be made more 
and more meet to dwell with Him for ever in eternal 
bliss. 

Therefore resolve to begin the work of preparation 
at once, and to be regular, diligent, and earnest in 
carrying it out. Try to make the whole season, so far 
as you can, one of quiet, and retirement, and commu- 
nion with God. Abstain, so far as you can, from all 
thoughts and scenes which tend to excite the mind, 
and distract it from the thought of God and of your 
condition before Him. Try to carry into the duties 
and occupations of the day a spirit calm and thought- 
ful, making no outward show of this before men, but 
doing it unostentatiously, as before your Father who 
seeth in secret and knoweth the inmost thoughts of 
the heart. Be specially careful to attend at the public 
worship of God on His day, and to listen to His Word 
read and explained, and to join in the prayers to Him ; 
and to use well in private the seasons of quiet and me- 
ditation afforded you on that day. M^lsj^i ^^xo^^ss.^'^^sns^'^ 
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and evening prayers more than ever earnest before 
God, and add to them, if you can, at least some short 
devotions at other hours of the day. And fix at once 
some times in the day for reading God's Word, and 
examining your own selves by what is therein revealed 
to us as to His nature and His will. And do all this 
in entire dependence upon God's help, and in the trust 
that He will bless your humble endeavours made in His 
strength, for the sake of His dear Son, our blessed Lord 
and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 

To whom, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be 
all glory, and praise, and thanksgiving, now and for 
ever. . Amen. 



Let me recommend you to read this week parti- 
cularly, Psalms i. and xix. ; St. Luke xii. and xv. ; 
Romans ti. and xii. 

And to ask yourselves the following questions : — 

(1) Why am I wishing to be confirmed ? 

(2) What are the engagements which I shall be re- 
quired to make P 

(3) What are the blessings which I may hope to 
receive P 

(4) Why is it necessary to prepare myself first ? 

(5) What are the special advantages which the season 
of preparation for Confirmation ofiers ? 

(6) What rules should I lay down for myself with 
reference to it P 

And to use daily the following prayers : — 
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A ALMIGHTY God and heavenly Father, I pray of 
Thee to give us grace to use this time of prepara- 
tion for Confirmation well, and to make it blessed to us 
for ever. May we be calm and serious amid all the 
duties of the day ; constant in attending the instruc- 
tion of Thy Ministers, and in studying Thy Holy Word ; 
diligent in searching our own hearts; earnest in our 
prayers to Thee. And in all this may we be aided 
continually by Thy help; and be deeply thankful to 
Thee for having given us this special opportunity of 
thinking of Thee and of our duty to Thee, and pre- 
paring for our life with Thee in heaven. Hear us, 
heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ's sake: in whose 
words we humbly pray, " Our Father,'* &c. Amen. 

'rOEGIVE, merciful Father, whatever we have 
omitted or done amiss on this day, or in the past. 
Bless our feeble endeavours. Help us to see our sin- 
fulness, and our weakness, and our unfitness for Thy 
holy presence. Make us earnest in our prayers and 
our efibrts to grow holier. Fill us with a sense of our 
need of Thy continual help. Teach us to know Thee 
better, and to love Thee more, and to desire to honour 
and serve Thee in all our life, and to be with Thee for 
ever. Grant this for the sake of Thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, and now for ever intercedeth 
for us at Thy right hand. In whose words we humbly 
pray, " Our Father,*' &c. Amen. 



LECTURE II. 



POE THE SEOOHD WEEK. 



ON THE PROMISES MADE AT OUR BAPTISM FOR US. 

My Friends, — I wish you, before entering on the 
subject of Confirmation itself, and what now soon you 
are about to do, to look back upon the past, on what 
you promised to do at Baptism, and what blessings you 
received then to enable you to do it. Let us devote 
two weeks to this. And this week I would have you 
consider what at your Baptism you promised by your 
sureties that you would do^ that so you may examine 
yourselves as to how far you have kept the promises 
which you then made. 

Now, if you refer to the Baptismal Service, (which 
I would have you read over at this time,) you will see 
that you promised at your Baptism (to follow the words 
of the Church Catechism) three things. Firsty that 
you would renounce (i.e. that you would not yield to 
the temptations of) the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
Second, that you would believe all the articles of the 
Christian faith. Third, that you would keep God^s 
holy will and commandments, and walk in the same aU 
the days of your life. These promises were made in 
j-our name by your godfathers and godmothers, i.e. by 
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those who pledged themselves before God to be spiri- 
tual parents to you when you were received into Christ's 
fold, and who undertook to see to your Christian nur- 
ture and training in case your natural parents should 
be unable or unwilling to see to it themselves. And 
remember, that though these promises were made for 
you by others, because you were not of age to make 
them for yourselves, yet you are bound by them as 
much as if they were your own. For they do but ex- 
press that which every one, as created by God, still 
more as redeemed by Christ and brought near to Him, 
is bound to do. Every child of God is bound in duty 
to ob^y the commands and follow the will of the Father 
to whom he owes his being. Every one who has been 
redeemed by Christ should thankfully accept what God 
has revealed to us as to Himself, and our sin against 
Him, and His scheme for our pardon in the atonement 
of His Son. Every one who acknowledges that God is 
the Almighty King of heaven and earth must admit 
that he is bound to oppose the enemies of the great * 
King, and not yield to them when they try to draw 
him away from his allegiance to God. 

Therefore, having made these promises by your sure- 
ties, and being bound by them, you should examine 
yourselves carefully, and with study and prayer, as to 
how far you have kept them in the time past. Ask ' 
yourselves, first, how far you have resisted the tempta- 
tions of the world without you, from light and foolish 
or evil companions % when they tempted you, by their 

» Remember the words of Solomon : ** My son, if sinners entice thee, 
consent thou not." (Frov. i. 10.) "Enter not into tke ^tK <^^ \2sss^ 
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example or direct exertion, to neglect God, His day. 
His public worship, or His Word; or from dishonest 
persons, who seemed to thrive by their dishonest ways ; 
or from the splendour and gaiety of the world, which 
tempted you to covet its riches, and to follow its 
pleasures, unlawfully or in excess; how far you have 
yielded to temptations from the fleshy i.e. from desires 
within, to sloth, or self-indulgence, or impurity, or un- 
kindness, or envy, or pride; and how far you have 
been overcome by the guiles of the devil, that evil 
spirit who is always trying to lead us away from 
God, by suggesting evil thoughts, putting unexpected 
dangers in our way, making us forgetful of the good 
which we have learnt, weakening our good resolutions, 
inducing us to neglect our prayers, and, worst of all, 
leading us to be like him in tempting others to do 
wrong. 

Examine yourselves first on these points, and then 
go on, secondly, to ask yourselves how far you have 
really believed the great truths revealed to us by God in 
His Holy Word. They are summed up in the " Creeds'* 
as they are called, or summaries of the chief points to 
be believed, from the Latin word *to believe.' And 
one, if not two, of those Creeds, i.e. the Apostles' Creed 
and the Nicene Creed, you will have offered up publicly 
every Sunday, thereby declaring before God and the 
congregation your belief in the truths contained in them. 
But have you really believed them with the heart and 
the understanding, as well as said them with the lips P 

wicked, and go not in the way of sinful men. Avoid it, pass not by it, 
turn from it, and pass away." (Prov. iv. 14, 15.) 
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For example^ you say you believe in God the Father, 
Maker of heaven and earth. Do you daily and hourly 
realize that He has made and sustains you and every- 
thing around you ; and do you walk as in His presence, 
always desiring to serve, and glorify, and obey Him ? 
You say, again, that you believe in Jesus Christ, who, 
though the very Son of God, became man and died to 
make atonement for our sins, and rose again, and sit- 
teth at the right hand of the Father to intercede for 
us. Do you strive to avoid sin for the love of Him P 
do you sorrow over it as grieving Him P do you look 
for pardon for it only through Him P do you seek for 
strength to overcome sin from Him P Once more : you 
declare your belief in the Holy Ghost as coming forth 
from the Father and the Son to sanctify mankind, and 
as speaking to man through the Prophets, and generally 
through the writings which make up the Bible. Do 
you seek the aid of the Holy Spirit in frequent prayer P 
do you strive to yield yourself to His suggestions with- 
in P do you read the Holy Scriptures with reverence, 
as written under inspiration from Him ? 

Then, thirdly, you promised that you would dili- 
gently keep God's holy will and commandments. Ask 
yourselves, therefore, whether you have tried to make 
the law of God the rule of your life, and the example 
of our Saviour the pattern of your own life. .Try your- 
selves, for instance, thus. You are bidden to have no 
other gods hut the one true Ood : is He really the great 
centre of your affections, the chief subject of your 
thoughts P You are bidden to worship Him rightly : 
and do you think of Him as He truly is, and worship 
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Him as a Spirit In spirit and in truth ? You are bidden 
not to take JERs holy Name in vain: do you never 
treat lightly the Name of God, His Church, His ordi- 
nances. His day P Or take the summary of His com- 
mandments, as approved by our Lord, who comprises 
all in this, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God :" and 
"thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself^:" can you 
say that you carry the real personal love of God into 
your daily life, that you hve to draw near to Him and 
commune with Him in prayer? Are the well-being 
and happiness, the temporal and spiritual interests of 
others, and especially of your neighbours, i.e. of those 
with whom you are brought into contact, anything 
like as much a matter of concern to you as.your own ? 

Now such self-examination, if strictly and solemnly 
carried on, will be of the greatest benefit to you. It 
may, indeed, dishearten you at first to find how much 
you have wandered from the true path, as you will 
assuredly find you have done, for there is no man who 
wholly keeps God's law, no man of whom it can be 
said that he sinneth not. But it will have this great 
good : it will make you see clearly the course of your 
past life, and your condition before God; it will, lead 
you to judge yourselves now, and so, it may be, escape 
the judgment of the great and terrible day of the Lord. 
For very terrible would it be, if we should then only 
discover our true condition, and see our sins, when it 
was too late to repent and change, and we must be con- 
demned to the wrath of God for ever. Then it will 
lead you to fall on your knees before God, to confess 
^ St. Luke X. 27. 
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your sins before Him, and pray Him to pardon them 
for the sake of Christ. It will shew you your own 
weakness, and your need of the help of the Holy Spirit, 
to enable you to know God better, and to resist tempta- 
tion, and to keep His will. And it will set before you 
more clearly what should be the course of your future 
life. These are some of the benefits which you may 
hope to derive from a careful self-examination as to 
the manner in which you have fulfilled your baptismal 
promises in the past time. Let me, therefore, earnestly 
exhort you to carry it on, in the privacy of your own 
chamber,' day by day during the present week, praying 
God to enable you to perceive your faults, and to sorrow 
over them, and to endeavour earnestly to amend for 
the time to come. 



I WOULD recommend you to read day by day this 
week some portion of Psalm cxix. ; Psalm xxv. ; chap- 
ters v., vi., and vii. of St. Matthew's Gospel ; Galatians 
V. 19—21 ; and the First Epistle of St. John. 

And to ask yourselves the following questions : — 

(1) What was the threefold promise made at my 
Baptism for me P 

(2) Why am I bound by promises made by others 
for me P 

(3) What is meant by renouncing the world, the 
flesh, and the devil P and how far have I done so ? 

(4) What is it really to believe the Articles of the 
Christian faith P and how far have I done so P 
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(5) In what respects do I feel that I have specially 
broken the commandments of God in my former life P 

(6) What are the effects which this examination 
should produce in me P 

And to use the following prayers : — 

r\ GOD, who knowest us to be set in the midst of so 
many and great dangers, that by reason of the 
frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright ; 
grant to us such strength and protection as may support 
us in all dangers, and carry us through all temptations ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A GOD, the strength of all them that put their trust 
in Thee, mercifully accept our prayers ; increase in 
us the knowledge and the love of Thee ; and because 
through the weakness of our mortal nature we can do 
no good thing without Thee, grant us the help of Thy 
grace, that in keeping Thy commandments we may 
please Thee both in will and deed; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



LECTURE III. 



POE THE THIED WEEK. 



ON THE BLESSINGS GIVEN AT OUR BAPTISM TO US. 

My Friends, — I desired you last week to consider 
the promises which were made at your Baptism in 
your name, and to examine yourselves as to your 
fulfilment of them in the past time. This week I 
would have you consider what were the blessings of- 
fered to you at your Baptism; what were the helps 
then brought within your reach to enable you to keep 
the promises which you made. 

Now you will, I think, form the clearest idea of 
Baptism if you think of it as the means by which we 
are formally brought near to Christ, and so brought 
wilhin reach of those blessings which flow forth to His 
members from Christ the Head. The blessings which 
He has obtained for mankind by His death and passion 
are, indeed, freely offered to all; as it is written, " Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters*,*' for 
the water of life floweth forth for all who will drink of 
it. And specially — we are led by the words of St. Paul 
to think^ — are the children of Christian parents regarded 
with favour by our Lord. But still He has ordained 
• Isa. Iv. 1. ^ 1 Cor. vii. 14. 
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that all shall be visibly brought to Him, formally 
enrolled as members of His kingdom, soldiers in His 
host, and thus receive the blessings which He gives 
to His own. And as circumcision was the ordinance 
appointed for formally enrolling the members of the 
old dispensation, the Jews, so is Baptism appointed for 
Christians now. "Go ye and make disciples of all . 
nations," (for this the words in the original strictly 
mean,) "baptizing them" (or "by baptizing them") 
" into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost °," is the commission given by our 
Lord to His Apostles just before He was taken up from 
earth into glory. And we find that the Apostles did 
at once carry out this command of our Lord. St. Peter, 
we read in the Acts of the Apostles, having urged the 
Jews to accept the Lord as the Saviour who should 
come, concludes, " Eepent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the Name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost^:" 
and "then," it is added, "they that gladly received his 
word were baptized ®." And when Philip went down 
to Samaria, and they believed him as he preached the 
things concerning the kingdom of God and the name 
of Jesus Christ, it is recorded that " they were baptized, 
both men and women ^." 

You will easily perceive how suitable an ordinance 
this washing with water was. For it would be an 
ordinance readily appreciated by men in the East, 
with whom ablutions were so common. And more- 

« St. Matt, xxviu. 19. ^ Acts ii. 38. 

« Acts ii. 41. ' Ibid. viii. 12. 
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over, from its great simpKcIty, it would be readily per- 
formed anywhere, when the religion of Christ had 
spread throughout the world. But besides this, the 
washing with water fitly represents that washing of 
the soul from sin, cleansing it from the guilt of sin 
past, and enabling it to live a purer life for the future, 
which is the special gift of imion with Christ, as it is 
a requisite for all who would be members of the king- 
dom of heaven. 

Many types of this ordinance are found in the Old 
Testament. As, for example, the Israelites were led 
out of Egypt, the land of bondage, into the wilderness 
of Sinai, through the waters of the Red Sea. And 
again, it was through the waters of the Jordan that 
they passed into the promised land. Thus was it 
foreshown, as our Baptismal Service teaches, that water 
was to be the means through which, by the " washing 
of regeneration,'* we should pass out of the region of 
the bondage of sin into the " glorious liberty'* of the 
children of God, and enter on our hope of enjoying the 
" inheritance of the saints in light." And our Saviour, 
as you will remember. Himself was baptized, to shew 
us that He would have us baptized too. And so He 
told Nicodemus that " except a man be born of wateir 
and of the Spirit," (i. e. be baptized in water as the 
outward sign, and receive the Holy Spirit as the in- 
ward grace,) "he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." 

Thus you see that Baptism was all along ordained by 
God, and was finally declared by our Saviour, to he the 
visible means by which we are spiritually brought near 
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to Christ. And although those who are baptized in 
infancy cannot bring that faith and repentance which 
are required of all who come to be baptized into the 
Name of Christ in later years ; although, i. e. they are 
not of age to draw near to Christ, believing that He is 
indeed the Saviour of the world, sorrowing over their 
past sins, and desiring of Him pardon and cleansing 
for the past and strength for the future, — although they 
are unable to do this, we earnestly believe that they are 
none the less accepted by our Lord. We trust that He 
accepts the faith of those who bring them, as He ac- 
cepted the faith of those who brought the paralytic 
man to Him to be healed, and welcomes the young 
children whom they bring to Him at the baptismal 
font. And this the more, as we remember that the 
children of the Jews were directly commanded by God 
to be brought for circumcision at eight days old : and 
also how our Saviour welcomed the little children who 
were brought to Him actually while He was on earth ; 
how He was much displeased with those who would 
have kept them from Him ; and how He said, " Suffer 
the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them 
not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven," and then 
" took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, 
and blessed them." 

Thus is Baptism the first of the two Sacraments of 
the Church : that is, it is the visible means, appointed 
by our Lord Himself, whereby we receive the grace of 
union with Him, and our spiritual life in Him is 
begun: just as the Holy Communion is the second 
Sacrament, in which, through the Bread and Wine, 
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the grace of Christ is increased in us^ and our spiritual 
life in Him is maintained. And therefore you will 
at once understand that since Baptism is the visible 
sign and means of our being brought into union with 
Christ, the blessings granted to us at our Baptism 
are the blessings granted by our Lord to those who are 
united to Him. And these are specially three. Pardon 
for sin past^ and purification from it; the present 
strength of the Holy Spirit ; the future hope of being 
in heaven for ever with Christ in glory ; or, as the 
Church Catechism expresses it, we are in Baptism 
made ^* sons of Ood^^ pardoned by God for Christ's 
sake, and looked on with favour by Him as His be- 
loved children again ; " memhers of Christy^ members 
of Christ's Body the Church, and partakers, therefore, 
of the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit granted 
especially to the members of Christ's Church; and 
" inheritors of the kingdom of heaven,** as heirs in hope 
of that blessed estate in which we shall reign with 
Christ, at His second coming, for ever. 

Only remember, I beseech you, that these blessings 
are not unconditionally given to any ; that they may be 
lost : nay, that their having been brought within our 
reach may but increase our condemnation, if we fail to 
use them well. Baptism is no charm, securing un- 
doubted blessings to the happy possessors of it. It is 
indeed a most precious ordinance, granted to us in 
mercy by a loving Saviour, as a means of union with 
Him, and a sensible proof, most valuable to us in this 
world of sense, assuring us of our having been brought 
spiritually to Him. But if St. Paul could speak of 
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himself as having to take heed lest even he should be 
a castaway ; if he could write to the Church at Ephe- 
sus, to which he applies terms more exalted than to 
any other Church^, that they should use aU diligence, 
and take to themselves all the armour of God, that 
they might be able to "stand in the evil day^" of 
temptation — a warning, as we know firom the Book of 
Revelation, which did not wholly take effect^, — great 
need have we of watchfiilness and care and effort, lest 
we lose the blessings which in Baptism are brought 
within our reach. We must think of and prize and 
use our privileges, if they are to be continued and in- 
creased to us. We must value and maintain our spiri- 
tual union with Christ, which Baptism represents to 
us, if we are to enjoy the fulness of the blessings which 
flow forth from Him. Most happy they, who have 
yielded themselves to the Spirit^s influence from their 
earliest years; who have passed to a pure and holy 
manhood from a bright and innocent youth. But if 
we have resisted Him, if we have fallen into paths of 
thoughtlessness, and forgotten God, nay, if we have 
walked in the paths of guilty pleasure, and grieved 
the Holy Spirit of God, yet we may — those to whom 
God gives the time and grace to do so — Usten to the 
warnings of the Holy Spirit ere it be too late, and turn 
to Him, and sorrow over our opposition to Him, our 
innocence lost, our baptismal blessings forgotten ; and 
pray of the Holy Spirit not to leave us, but to come to 
us again with power, and enable us even now to live 
to God truly in His strength. 

» Ephes. ii. ^ Ibid. vi. 13. * Rev. ii. 4, 5. 
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Therefore examine yourselves day by day, my bre* 
thren, this week, as to your use. of your baptismal pri- 
vileges. You have been brought into a new coi|dition> 
and received a new "Christian" name to mark your 
new estate. Have you lived up to that new condition P 
You have each been made a " child of God.'' Ask your- 
selves, have you looked up to God as your Father with 
devotion and love P Have you tried io live always as 
in His presence P Have you desired to obey and hon- 
our Him P Have you poured forth your sins and sor- 
rows, and desires and aspirations, and thanksgivings 
and praises, into His listening ear in prayer P Again, 
you have been made a "member of Christ." Have 
you remembered that you were brought to know Him, 
and be united to Him, who, though very God, came to 
earth and died to atone for the sins of mankind P Have 
you considered that every sin of yours was grieving 
Him P Have you tried to adorn the Church of which 
you are a member; to influence others by your teach- 
ing, your prayers, your example in your earnest wor- 
ship, and your upright conduct in your daily lifeP 
Have you thought that Christ has given you the Holy 
Spirit to go with you into life's cares, life's duties, 
life's pleasures, to preserve you, if you will, amid the 
temptations which are all around you, and keep you 
pure and happy here, and make you fit to dwell in 
heaven for everP Once more: you have been made 
an inheritor of the "kingdom of heaven." Has this 
world occupied your affections and your thoughts? 
Have its troubles distracted, its pleasures engrossed 
youp Or have you kept before you the thought of 
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your future glorious home? Have you really prayed 
daily " Thy kingdom come P" come in me, and to me ; 
come ij)L others more and more, and so to all the worid ; 
desiring that all should know and love God here, and 
be partakers of eternal glory in the life to come P 

Examine yourselves diligently on these points. Con- 
fess before God humbly whatever you find to have 
been amiss. Pray for a renewal of the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. And resolve, God helping you, to live better in 
the time to come: giving yourselves up to the lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, and striving to obtain increase 
of strength from Him continually more and more, 
and bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit as bap- 
tized Christians, children of God, and heirs of eternal 
glory. 



Let me advise you to read this week, St. John iii., 
and St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians. 

And to ask yourselves the following questions : — 

(1) What is the meaning of the ordinance of 
Baptism P 

(2) What proof is there that it was ordained by our 
Lord, and observed by His Apostles P 

(3) On what ground are infants baptized P 

(4) What are the blessings granted to us in Bap- 
tism P 

(5) What is it to be made a " child of God P" 

(6) And a « member of Christ ?' 

(7) And an " inheritor of the kingdom of heaven ?" 
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(8) What have I to confess before God as to the 
past, and to resolve to do in the future, with reference 
to my baptismal privileges ? 

And to use the following prayers : — 

A LMIGHTY God, and heavenly Father, who hast 
given us Thy only-begotten Son to take our nature 
upon Him and die for our sins ; Grant that we, being 
regenerate and made Thy children by adoption and 
grace, may daily be renewed by Thy Holy Spirit; 
through the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee and the same Spirit, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen. 

(BbrnxtiQ. 

n RANT, O Lord and heavenly Father, that like as 
we are baptized into the death of Thy Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, so by continual mortifying our 
corrupt affections we may be buried with Him, and 
that through the grave and gate of death we may pass 
to our joyful resurrection; for His merits, who died, 
and was buried, and rose again for us. Thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



LECTURE IV. 



POE THE FOUETH WEEK. 



THE PBOMISES MADE BY THOSE WHO AKE CONFIRMED. 

My Friends, — We come this week to the subject 
which is most immediately to occupy our attention at 
this time, and to which all your meditations hitherto 
have been preparatory, namely, the subject of Con- 
firmation itself. And as, with reference to Baptism 
and the review of your past life, I directed your 
thoughts, first to the promises made by you at your 
Baptism, and then to the blessings received by you in 
it, enabling you to keep the promises which you made ;, 
so now, in speaking of Confirmation, I would direct 
you to think, first of the engagements which you enter 
into at Confirmation, and then of the blessings granted 
to you in it to enable you to fulfil them. 

If you refer to the " Order of Confirmation" in the 
Prayer-book, you will see that after the opening ad- 
dress stating the general purpose of Confirmation, the 
Bishop is directed to say to those who come to be con- 
firmed, "Do ye here, in the presence of God and of 
this congregation, renew the solemn promise and vow 
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that was made in your name at your Baptism ; ratify- 
ing and confirming the same in your own persons, and 
acknowledging yourselves bound to believe and to do 
all those things which your godfathers and godmothers 
then undertook for you? And every one shall audibly 
answer, * I do/ " You see from this that in Confirma- ^ 
tion you take upon yourselves the same engagements 
which were entered into for you when you were bap- 
tized. Not that you take them upon yourselves for the 
first time now. In every declaration of your belief; 
in every efibrt to resist temptation ; in every endeavour 
to live according to God's will, and prayer for grace to 
enable you to do so ; — in all this you have acknowledged 
yourself bound by your baptismal vows. But what 
exactly you do in Confirmation is this : you take those 
vows upon you then in a specially public, solemn, 
earnest way. 

You do it in a specially public way. For you will 
all meet together, all you who are to be confirmed at 
the same time ; and you will all together, in the pre- 
sence of one another and of the congregation, composed 
of relations, friends, and others, wishing to take part 
in this solemn rite, publicly avow your sense that you 
are bound to believe and to do all those things which 
were at Baptism undertaken for you. 

And this public avowal you make in a specially 
solemn way. For you make it in the house of God, 
where He, we believe, is specially present with those 
who meet in His Name. You make it before the chief 
minister in the Church of God, the Bishop, who comes 
purposely to receive your vows and to ask a blessing 
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from Grod upon you. And you make it In the midst of 
prayers both preceding and following it ; for you will 
have placed yourselves in the presence of Grod, and 
held commimion with Him^ before it ; and again you 
will all after it ask of Him to accept and bless this 
your solemn dedication of yourselyes to Him. 

And, once more, this solemn public avowal is made 
in a specially earnest way. There may have been more 
hearty declarations of belief, more poignant sorrow for 
sin, more ardent aspirations after holiness, called forth 
into sudden momentary vigour by some peculiar cir- 
cumstances, at former times. But your act at Con- 
firmation will be a more earnest one. For it will be 
the result of calm deliberate purpose and prayer. You 
will have reviewed, as I trust you all have been re- 
viewing, the duties which you have undertaken to per- 
form. You will have seen how tan you have been from 
fulfilling them faithfully in the time past^ and have 
learnt your great weakness and constant need of Gkxi's 
help. You wiU have reflected on your high destiny, 
your glorious privileges ; the pardon for sin past ; the 
present aid of the Holy Spirit, with the joy of a soul 
at peace with God; the future glory through eternity; 
which may be yours if you will but be faithful children 
of God, trusting to Christ, and living to obey and 
honour and love Him. And having reflected on all 
this; having counted the cost of the effort and self- 
denial which will be required of you ; having looked at 
the work to be done, and the help from above to be 
hoped for to enable you to do it, you will, publicly and 
solemnly, in the presence of God and the congregation, 
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declare that it is your earnest purpose to live truly and 
faithfully to God henceforth : to resist all temptations 
to sin, especially those to which you know you have 
yielded hitherto : to grow in the knowledge and love 
and fear of God ; and to regulate your Ufe, in all its 
thoughts and words and acts, by the rule of God's 
Word, and the pattern life given to us by our blessed 
Lord. 

Do not deceive yourselves, my friends ; it is a very 
great and arduous work which you are thus about to 
undertake : it is a very high and holy promise which 
you are about to renew in this public and solemn and 
earnest way. It is nothing less than the devotion of 
a life to God. It is the promise that you will be in the 
world and yet not of the world, not yielding to its 
temptations, not conforming to its customs when they 
are contrary to the will of God; that you will try to 
live as a citizen of heaven even now, forming that cha- 
racter here, and beginning that life here, which is to 
be continued through eternity. But then consider also 
the prize to be gained ; the recovery of all which was 
forfeited by sin ; the joy of dwelling in heaven for ever, 
with all whom you have loved on earth, in the pre- 
sence and the love of Christ. Think, too, of the duty 
and the love which you owe to Him who made you, 
who sustains you in life from hour to hour, who has 
redeemed you by the death of His own dear Son, who 
watches over you with constant care and love. Re- 
member, lastly, the great help which may be yours to 
assist you amid the thousand difficulties which will 
beset you in the world, even the indwelling power of 
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AeHiohrSpiiit of God, giren toron at tobt Biptwmj 
br Tirtae of jonr moon whh Cbngi^ ms ron sav last 
vedL, and to be reoeved to joa with fiesh power m 
ConfirmariflP, as I b<3pe to shew too when yon mraaiter 
next week tbe nature of tbatsokmn rite. 

Gild up TooTBElTes, tbes, to your great woiIl. Come 
to Confirmatioii ^ilb the foil earnest paipose of keep- 
ing wdl, by God's belp, your baptismal tows in tbe 
time to come; and solemnly and pablidy take them 
upon yonndres there. And in order that yoa may 
the better keep them in mind, and use erery effi>it to 
fulfil them, let me reoommend yon to make the fill- 
lowing resolutions, and propose to yoarselTes the fol- 
lowing roles. JTrif, resolve to be more earnest than 
erer in your priTate and public prayer, and in your 
use of all the appointed means of grace, particular^ 
of the Holy Communion, of which I hope to speak to 
you at a future time: to let ereiy morning and eren- 
ing find you on your knees realizing that you are in 
the special presence of Grod, and offering to Him your 
service of confession of sin committed, and petition 
for pardon and strength, and thanksgiving for all 
His mercies, and praise, as due to the great Lord of 
heaven and earth, infinite in power and wisdom and 
love: to lift up your heart in frequent communion 
with Him at all times, and specially as temptation 
assails or dangers meet you : and to be specially earn- 
est in the public worship of God on the Lord's Day, 
asking above all things for greater and greater increase 
of the power of the Holy Spirit, who alone can keep 
our souls in life and make us meet for heaven. Then 
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resolve, secondly, to read every day some portion of 
God's Word, meditating on it, and applying it to your- 
selves, and praying for God's help to enable you to do 
so, remembering that only so can you keep the thought 
of God and heaven before the mind, in the midst of 
the sights and sounds which are for ever drawing down 
our minds to earth. And resolve, thirdly , to shun by 
a firm effort of will those scenes, those companionsi 
those books, those things of whatever kind, which you 
have found hitherto tend to tempt you to evil, re- 
membering that it is vain to pray of God, " Lead us 
not into temptation," if we voluntarily run into it our- 
selves; and, on the other hand, resolve to seek those 
scenes, those friends, those books, which you have 
found minister to you thoughts of holiness and con- 
tentment and peace. 

Such resolutions, indeed, cannot secure you from 
falling. Nay, you may find it hard at times to keep 
the resolutions themselves. But still, if you make 
them earnestly, and strive to keep them, in humble 
and entire dependence upon God, He will, I believe, 
assuredly bless them. He will give a blessing to your 
resolutions, and enable you to keep them more and 
more. Only remember that you are strong only in 
His strength ; and that not your good resolutions, or 
the good fruits which may spring from them, can in 
themselves justify you before God. From Christ must 
come all your strength to do good. Only for the merits 
of Him, the AU-pure Sacrifice, can your good be ac- 
ceptable in the sight of the All-holy God, 
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Let me advise you to read this week the following 
passages, — St. Luke xvi., and the Epistle to the Phi- 
lippians. 

And to ask yourselves the following questions : — 

(1) What are the engagements which I am to renew 
in Confirmation P 

(2) How have I already taken them upon me P 

(3) How do I do so at Confirmation in a more spe- 
cially public, and solemn, and earnest way P 

(4) What, then, is the great work which I under- 
take at Confirmation to endeavour to perform P 

(5) What resolutions should I make to help me in 
performing it P 

(6) In what spirit should I make them P 
And to offer the following prayers : — 

A LORD, we beseech Thee, absolve Thy people from 
their offences ; that through Thy bountiful goodness 
we may all be delivered from the bonds of those sins 
which by our frailty we have committed. Grant this, 
merciful Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our blessed 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

A LMIGHTY God, who through Thine Only-begotten 
Son Jesus Christ hast overcome death, and opened 
unto us the gate of everlasting life ; We humbly be- 
seech Thee, that, as by Thy special grace preventing 
us. Thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by 
Thy continual help we may bring the same to good 
effect ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



LECTURE V. 



POE THE PIPTH WEEK. 



THE BLESSINGS GRANTED TO THOSE WHO ARE 
CONFIRMED. 

My Friends, — We have entered now (as I reminded 
you last week) on the consideration of the subject with 
which we are directly concerned, and to which all that 
has been said hitherto'^has only been leading up, namely, 
the rite of Confirmation itself. And now within a few 
days, if God so will, you will be gathered together in 
God's House, and offer up the Litany together, and 
listen to the address of the Bishop on the solemn duty 
in which you are engaging ; and then you will kneel 
before him that he may lay his hand on you one by 
one, and pray that you may, each of you, receive the 
blessing of the Holy Spirit from the hand of God. In 
the meantime let me endeavour to assist you, by God's 
help, in obtaining a more thorough understanding of 
the origin, and nature, and meaning of this sacred 
ordinance, and in making full preparation for coming 
to it, that you may in it receive the fulness of the 
blessing of God. 

Now the origin of this ordinance is derived chiefly 
from two passages in those Acts of the Apostles in 
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which are given the records of the early Church. In 
the eighth chapter it is related that when Philip had 
made many converts at Samaria and baptized them, 
the Apostles at Jerusalem, hearing of it, sent Peter 
and John, *'who, when they were come down, prayed 
for them that they might receive the Holy Ghost;" 
and "then they laid their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Ghost *." And again, in the nine- 
teenth chapter, it is recorded that, when the Ephesian 
converts had been baptized, " Paul laid his hands 
upon them,^* and " the Holy Ghost came upon them ^/' 
Here, you see, are two instances of the Apostles laying 
their hands on those who had been baptized, that they 
might receive the Holy Ghost. In the early Church 
it was the custom for this laying on of hands to follow 
Baptism at once. But when many of those who came 
to be baptized were infants, and when also the districts 
entrusted to the chief ministers of the Church became 
so great that it was difficult for those who were bap- 
tized to be brought to them for laying on of hands at 
once. Baptism and the Laying on of hands were sepa- 
rated, and this latter became a distinct rite, following 
at a later time, and conferring a renewal and fresh out- 
pouring of the gift of the Holy Spirit, given in the 
ordinance of Baptism first. Thus you see that the 
custom of bringing those who have been baptized to 
the chief ministers of the Church in order that they 
may receive through the laying on of their hands a re- 
newal of the gift of the Holy Spirit, though not ap- 
pointed by our Lord Himself, is yet derived from 

• Acts viii. 15, 17. ^ Ibid. xix. 6. 
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Apostolic times. Indeed^ it is to this that the author 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews is thought to allude 
when he speaks (vi. 2) of " the doctrine of baptisms 
and of laying on of hands." 

What the meaning of the rite is you can easily un- 
derstand. For the Bishop in Confirmation seeks the 
blessing of God on those who are confirmed ^. And to 
lay the hands on any one was the common mode of seek- 
ing this blessing of God for him on whom hands were 
laid ; as^ for instance^ Jacob is represented ^ as stretching 
out his hands and laying one on the head of Ephraim 
and the other on the head of Manasseh, when he sought 
for them the blessing of God. And our Lord Himself, 
when the little children were brought to Him, "laid 
His hands upon them and blessed them®." Therefore, 
when the Bishop lays his hand on each one of you, it 
is to ask the blessing of God for you each. And the 
duty of doing this is assigned to the Bishop, because 
our Church wisely judges that all who have been bap- 
tized should now, as in early times, be brought once in 
life to the chief minister of the Church, to whom, by 
virtue of his high spiritual position, belongs the honour 
and high function of beseeching God to confer upon 

' " Our means to obtain the graces which God doth bestow are our 
prayers. Our prayers to that intent are available as well for others as 
for ourselves. To pray fur others is to bless tbem for whom we pray, 
because prayer procureth the blessing of God upon them, especially the 
prayer of such as God either most respecteth for their piety and zeal 
that way, or else regardeth for thut their place and calling bindeth 
them above others unto this duty, as it doth both natural and spiritual 
Mhvra/'—Sooker, Eccl, Pol, V. Ixvi. 1. 

•* Gen. xlviii. 14 : cf. 2 Kings v. 11 j Numb, xxvii. 18. 

■ St. Matt. xix. 13; St. Mark x. 13; St. Luke xviii. 15. 

D 
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Christ's children the fulness of the blessing of the 
Holy Ghost. 

And now let me explain to you briefly the nature of 
the Confirmation Service, or " Order of Confirmation'* 
as it is called, that is, the form in which the rite of 
thus asking God's blessing is clothed. It is named, you 
will observe, the "Order of Confirmation, or Laying 
on of Hands," &c. ; where the two names represent the 
two parts, the outward sign and the inward grace. 
For the outward sign is the laying on of hands ; and 
through this outward act the inward blessing of the 
renewal of the Holy Spirit to confirm and strengthen 
you is conferred. And since in Confirmation, as in 
Baptism and in all the work of life, we on our part 
make certain engagements, and God on His part gives 
us grace to 'keep them, the service of Confirmation is 
divided into two parts corresponding to these two 
elements respectively. For (after the general address 
with which the service opens, stating the nature and 
purpose of the rite) those who are to be confirmed de- 
clare, on their part, their renewal and con^rmation of 
their baptismal vows, by making, to the address by the 
Bishop beginning with the words " Do ye," &c., their 
answer, each one audibly, " I do." And then follows 
the second part, the prayer for the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. Three times is this request solemnly made. 
First the Bishop, with all the congregation, prays for 
you all, that you may be strengthened with the Holy 
Ghost the Comforter, in all the fulness of His gifts of 
grace. Then again, as you kneel before him, he will 
lay his hand on you one by one, and pray that that 



THOSE WHO ARE CONFIRMED. 35 

gift of the Holy Spirit may be granted to you severally, 
as you are each a separate, accountable, immortal souL 
And then once more, he will, with all the congregation, 
offer up the prayer of our Blessed Lord, and the two 
following collects, praying that " the Fatherly hand of 
God may be ever over you, and the Holy Spirit ever 
be with you, that you may in the end obtain ever- 
lasting life, through our Lord Jesus Christ^' And 
then, when the blessing of God has been pronounced 
upon the congregation present, the service will be 
ended, and you will all go to your respective homes. 

Such, my friends, is the solemn service in which you 
are about to engage. Such the unspeakable blessing 
which you may hope to receive, even the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, to come and dwell in you, to keep you 
amid your dangers and difficulties, to comfort and sup- 
port you in your troubles and falls, to guide you in your 
uncertainties, and so enable you (as He only can enable 
you) to perform your true work on earth, which is the 
consecration of yourself to the service, and love, and 
glory of God, and bring you to the life eternal in 
heaven, which has been restored to you through the 
death and passion of our Blessed Lord. 

For remember that the Holy Spirit, the Comforter 
whom our Lord promised to send in His stead, and 
whose grace we trust to receive in Confirmation anew, 
is the entire source of our spiritual life. He unites 
Himself in some mysterious way to our spirit within ; 
He breathes up our prayers in us ; He enlightens our 
minds with the knowledge, and kindles in our hearts the 
love, of God ; He gives us spiritual strength to resist 
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temptation ; He raises our spirits up above the things 
of time, and fixes them on the things of eternity ; He 
purifies us from all those evils to which the natural 
man (that is, man's spirit by nature) is inclined ; He 
works in us all those Christian graces which are to fit 
us to dwell with God and Christ for ever. Yea, He 
imparts to us something of that same spirit which was, 
according to the words of the Prophet Isaiah^, in 
Christ Himself. For He gives us the spirit of *' wisdom 
and understanding," teaching us the true end of life, 
and the means by which we may attain to it. He 
gives us the spirit of "counsel," to guide us in our 
doubts and uncertainties ; of " strength" in our weak- 
ness and temptations. He gives us the spirit of " know- 
ledge," making us to know God ; and of '' godliness," 
to keep us near to God and remind us of Him when 
we are tempted to forget God and to yield to the allure- 
ments of Satan or the world. And He gives to us, 
lastly, a spirit of " holy fear," deterring us from evil by 
a living sense of God's hatred of sin, and fear of His 
wrath and punishment for ever. 

Come, then, to this solemn ordinance with hearts as 
fully prepared as you can. Empty yourselves of all 
self-reliance, and be filled with entire trust in God. 
Come with a deep sense of your own weakness, to seek 
with an earnest and grateful heart that inestimable 
blessing of the gift of the Holy Spirit which God of 
His infinite love for Christ's sake offers to you. Medi- 
tate day by day on the service in which you are about 
to engage. Pray every day that you may have that 

' Isa. xi. 2, 3. 
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great gift imparted in its fulness to you. Compose 
your thoughts, when the day comes, and seek to have 
a heart, humble, pure, devout, fitted to receive the Holy 
Ghost. Join yourselves earnestly in the prayers of 
the Service, especially when the Bishop lays his hand 
upon you, lifting up your heart in fervent prayer that 
the blessing which he asks for you may be yours for 
ever. Beseech the Most High, in the solitude of your 
own chamber afterwards, that no past or future sin of 
yours may quench the Spirit, and drive Him away 
from your hearts ; but that He may remain with you, 
and all who have been confirmed with you, for ever, 
sanctifying you more and more, and preparing you for 
the life of heaven. And year by year, as the day on 
which you were confirmed comes round, think solemnly 
over the engagements you entered into, and the bless- 
ings received by you, on that day ; and consider how 
far you have kept your promises, and maintained your 
love, and striven to abound more and more in the Holy 
Spirit, and to give evidence, by your purity, and up- 
rightness, and joy in the Holy Ghost, of His blessed 
presence in your hearts. May our heavenly Father of 
His mercy bless you all : and enable you to give a good 
account to yourselves each year while life is granted 
you, and to render up a good account to Him at the 
last great day. 
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Let me recommend you in the intermediate time, 
before the day of Confirmation comes, to read the fol- 
lowing passages : — Acts viii. and xix. ; Ephesians v. 

And to ask yourselves the following questions : — 

(1) From what passages in Holy Scripture is the 
ordinance of Confirmation derived P 

(2) What difference was there in the use of it in 
early times P 

(3) What is the meaning of the ordinance, and by 
what two names is it called P 

, (4) What is the general plan of the Confirmation 
Service P 

(5) What exactly is the blessing sought for in it? 

(6) How should I prepare for coming to Confirma- 
tion: and what should I do during the Service and 
after it ? 

And to use the following prayers : — 

A GOD, forasmuch as without Thee we are not able 
^ to please Thee; mercifully grant that Thy Holy 
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

A THOU eternal and ever-blessed God, the Lord of 
^ life and glory, I am at this time called upon to 
renew my baptismal engagements, and, by a most 
solemn covenant, to give up myself to Thee. Lord, I 
obey Thy call : and here I present myself before Thee, 
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deliberately and cheerfully surrendering up my body, 
soul, and spirit, to be a living sacrifice unto Thee. O 
compassionate God and Saviour, look graciously upon 
my present undertaking. I desire to renounce the world, 
the flesh, and the detil, renewed and strengthened by 
Thy Almighty Spirit. May I never more be led by 
their influence: but henceforth live as an instrument 
of Thy glory, walking as one of Thy children, in the 
light of Thy countenance, and in the joy of Thy salva- 
tion. Oh grant that I may have power and strength 
to continue faithful imto death: and then do Thou 
crown me with victory and glory in Thy heavenly 
kingdom, O blessed Lord God, through the merits and 
mediation of Thy dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. — {From the " Parochial Minister^ 8 Address.^') 



LECTURE VI. 



POE THE SIXTH WEEK. 



THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

My Friends, — You have entered now fully upon 
your Christian life. You have, as it were, spiritually 
come of age. You have solemnly taken upon yourselves 
your baptismal promises, and declared that you are 
bound and desirous to fulfil them. You have " avouched 
the Lord this day to be your God, and to walk in His 
ways, and to keep His statutes, and His command- 
ments, and His judgments, and to hearken unto His 
voice \'' And you have sought, and (as we fully trust) 
received, the grace of the Holy Spirit to enable you 
to do so. And now, as you go forth to the work of 
the Christian life with renewed resolves and renewed 
strength, let me endeavour to set before you a general 
outline of what constitutes that Christian life. To set 
it before you in anything like completeness would be 
impossible within the limits of a few pages, even if it 
were possible at all. All I can hope to do, is to set 
before you a short general plan, presenting some lead- 
ing features, leaving it to you to extend the plan and 
fill in the details, by meditation and study of God's 
• Deut. xxvi. 17. 
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Word, aided by the enlightening power of the Holy- 
Spirit, for whose help to be granted to you more and 
more you should remember that you must never cease 
to pray. 

Now I do not know where we can find the basis of 
the Christian life described better than in those words 
of St. Paul, in which he says that what avails with 
God is " Faith which worketh by love ^/' That is, the 
root out of which all our Christian life is to spring 
must be first, faith, or belief in those things which 
God has revealed to us, such as, specially. His nature. 
His laws, the fall of man, and God's scheme for his 
restoration through the death of Christ. In other 
words, if we are to live to God and Christ, we must 
first believe that there is a God, a Spirit of infinite 
power and wisdom and love, the Creator and Sustainer 
of the world : that when man had fallen away from 
obedience to His law, and incurred the penalty of 
eternal punishment, Christ the Son of God came to 
earth, and became man, and died to make •atonement 
for men; and that we now are accepted by God for 
the merits of Christ, if we truly trust in Him, and 
shew our trust by loving obedience to His example 
and rule. Belief of this kind, continually extending 
its limits as it grows in the knowledge of what God 
has revealed, must be the groundwork of our Chris- 
tian life. 

But belief or faith is not in itself enough. It is pos- 
sible to know all the chief truths of religion, and yet 
have no life to God : as it is said of the evil spirits 
^ Gal. V. 5. 
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that they "believe and trem];)le/' knowing God, but 
having no desire to serve Him. Added to faith there 
must be the desire or love of the things which are 
revealed to faith. If we know God, we must desire 
also to serve and obey Him. If we know of a state of 
eternal reward and punishment, we must have a desire 
of the one state and a dread of the other, if our belief 
is to issue in any real fruit. If we know Christ as our 
Redeemer, we must have a real personal love for Him, 
and gratitude to Him, and desire to serve and honour 
Him, if our faith is to have any life in it, and to be 
anything more than a mere passive acquiescence in 
a truth which we are unable, or too indifferent, to 
gainsay; or at most a stem, perhaps unwilling, ad- 
herence to a duty which we cannot but admit. There 
will not be the glad, willing service which flows from 
a heart full of love. In short, while faith guides and 
gives power to the arm, love must impel it. Faith 
gives the bone and sinew of our spiritual life. But 
that which sets it in motion is mainly love. And 
if we would yield to God a perfect service, both ele- 
ments of our being must be at work, and both, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, must be in a state of con- 
tinual growth. We must serve God, and obey His 
will, and seek to honour Him, not merely because we 
know it is our duty to do so, but because we really love 
Him, whom we know to have loved us with an infinite 
love, and to be unchangeably our truest Father and 
Friend. 

Thus the mainspring of our Christian life must be 
faith working by love ; the love of God and desire to 
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serve Him here and to dwell with Him in eternity, 
with which will necessarily be blended the fear of 
offending Him here, and incurring the penalty of 
banishment from His blessed presence for ever. And 
one of the first fruits which will naturally flow from 
this will be true repentance ; i. e. sorrow for sin as sin, 
as an offence against God, not for sin merely in its 
consequences to ourselves, as having brought upon us 
loss of health, or position, or anything else which we 
value on earth : nay, not for sin merely as involving 
us (unless it be pardoned for the merits of Christ) in 
the penalty of eternal woe. As the page of our past 
lives lies open before our view, and we read its sad 
record, our many sins of thought, and word, and look, 
and deed; our selfishness, or impurity; our unkind- 
ness and uncharitableness ; our unwillingness to assist 
others, and readiness to think and speak evil of them ; 
our coldness in our devotions, and want of zeal for the 
service of God; — when we think of these things, of 
which we all find ourselves to be guilty more or less, 
how can we but be overwhelmed with sorrow in the 
thought that these sins have been grieving a Father 
who loved us, a Saviour who died for us, a Holy Spirit 
who was all along striving within us, and whispering 
better things in our inner ear, though we would not 
hearken to His voice P 

And then out of this lasting, ever-increasing, earnest 
sorrow for sin as an offence against God, which consti- 
tutes true repentance, there will arise naturally a firm 
resolve and purpose, by God's help, to do better for 
the time to come. We shall determine that we will. 
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by the help of the Holy Spirit, perform our work in 
life better, denying our own evil will and striving to 
do the will of God in loving obedience to Him. And 
that work we shall find to be threefold, as it has more 
immediate reference to God, to our neighbour, or to 
ourselves. For, first, there will be the duties which 
we owe directly to God, as the reverence for His holy 
Name, i.e. for His Name, and for Him, and for all 
which is specially dedicated to Him, His house, His 
day. His Word, His ministers, the ordinances of His 
Church ; the duty of being a witness for Him by our 
life, and example, and teaching in the world; the 
duty of worshipping Him in our private chamber, in 
our family, and in the congregation gathered in His 
house of prayer. Then there will be the duties which 
we owe to our neighbours^ that is, to all who come 
within the sphere of our influence near or far away ; 
the duties of honesty and uprightness in our calling, 
whatever it may be, and diligence in the performance 
of our work for others, as doing it in the presence of 
God and really for Him ; the duty of advancing the 
interests temporal and spiritual of others, of concealing 
their faults, of assisting them in their weakness, com- 
forting them in their sorrows, sympathizing with them 
in their joys. And then, once more, there will be the 
duties which belong to our own inner character, which 
do not afiect others, except indirectly, in so far as 
nothing which afiects our own character can fail in- 
directly to act upon others ; duties, the performance 
or neglect of which will be known only to ourselves ; 
struggles and temptations carried on in the secret 
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chambers of the spirit, and seen only by the eye of 
God. There will be pride and vanity, or gloom and 
discontent, or impure thoughts and imaginations, to be 
checked and rooted out ; there will be graces of purity, 
and humility, and contentment, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost, to be cultivated, which are evidences of the 
Spirit's life here, and prepare for the eternal life in 
heaven. 

Such, my friends, is a general outline of the work of 
the Christian life. You will see that there is a vast 
work to be done. And it is a difficult work. "We can- 
not perform it of ourselves. Natural instincts may 
carry us some way ; but they will not carry us far ; nor 
will they supply the highest motive, namely, the love 
of God. And we shall find ourselves constantly let 
and hindered by temptations to evil from Satan and 
the world arqjund, and our own evil inclinations within. 
The hope of eternal happiness, and the fear of eternal 
woe, may have much power if they are kept vividly be- 
fore our minds ; but they will constantly prove too 
weak to resist the force of evil passions, and they do 
not supply the highest and truest motive for doing 
right. *'Who, then," you will naturally ask, **i8 
sufficient for these things ?" And we answer that 
^' Our sufficiency is from God." We can resist temp- 
tation only in the strength of Him who was tempted 
in every part of His being by the most complete and 
subtle tendptations which Satan could devise, and yet 
was without sin. Only in the power of the Holy 
Spirit indwelling in us can we live the true Christian 
life here, and be made fit for heaven. Seek, then. 
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constantly that Holy Spirit's help. When you try 
to lay the foundations of the Christian life in the faith 
and the love of God, ask of Him to enable you to do 
so. Ask of Him to go with you, as you study the 
Word of Gtod, some small portion of which, at least, 
you should read and meditate on and apply to your- 
selves morning and evening every day, carrying it with 
you into the day's duties or the quiet of the hours of 
rest. Ask of Him to enable you to grow in the know- 
ledge of God and of His will, and to fix your affections 
more and more on the things of the eternal world, and 
prevent their being absorbed by the nearness and at- 
traction and glitter of the transient things of time. 
When you seek to cultivate true repentance for the 
past, pray of Him to enable you to know your past 
sins, and to see them in their true sinfulness, and to 
sorrow over them with a real deep feeling of grief at 
having offended a God of love. When you resolve and 
strive to live a better life for the time to come, to fulfil 
your duties towards God and your neighbour, and in 
yourself, make your resolves always in the strength of 
the Holy Spirit, not in your own. Look for His help 
to aid you in your efforts, and do not be cast down, 
however you may fail again and again. Did you depend 
on your own strength, you might probably well despair. 
But remember that you are supported by the arm of 
the Lord, and that, by His power, if you do but per- 
sistently seek for it and rely on it, you must be enabled 
to carry on the struggle well. It may be, you may be 
permitted to form the saintly character, and conquer 
sin in the power of the Holy Spirit, here on earth. But 
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even if that be not granted ; if you have to wage a life- 
long struggle against besetting sins ; yet you will have 
the strength granted you never to yield, to fight well 
the good fight; and you will bear the seal of the 
Spirit, and be accepted in the great day as a faithful 
soldier who struggled well to the last to fulfil the 
commands, and maintain the honour, of his Bedeemer 
and his God. 

Let me recommend you to read this week Hebrews 
xi. ; St. James i., ii. ; St. Luke vii. and x. 

And to ask yourselves the following questions : — 

(1) What is meant by faith P 

(2) Why are faith and love the basis of the Chris- 
tian life P 

(3) What constitutes true repentance P 

(4) What are the chief duties which we ought to 
perform to God P 

(5) What are some of the chief duties which we owe 
to our neighbour P 

(6) What are some of the virtues which we ought to 
cultivate in ourselves P 

(7) How may we hope to obtain strength to fulfil 
the duties of the Christian life P 

And to use the following prayers : — 

T ORD, we pray Thee that Thy grace may always 
prevent and follow us, and make us continually 
to be given to all good works; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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A LMIGHTY and everlasting God, give unto us the 

increase of faith, hope, and charity ; and that we 

may obtain that which Thou dost promise, make us to 

love that which Thou dost command : through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 



LECTURE VII. 



POE THE SEVEIfTH WEEK. 



THE MEANS OF GBACE. 

My Friends, — I endeavoured, last week, to set before 
you a short general outline of the Christian life. You 
will have seen how much such a life involves. You will 
have found that it is nothing less than the entire dedi- 
cation of ourselves to God; that it requires us to be 
regulated by the law, and actuated by the love of God, 
in all our thoughts, and words, and acts, in reference to 
God, to our neighbour, and our own secret soul. You 
will have seen, too, how hard it is for us to maintain 
such a life ; nay, that it is in fact impossible, without the . 
aid of the indwelling power of the Holy Ghost. This 
week I would endeavour to lead you to the considera- 
tion of the means by which that power is to be obtained. 
God mercifully vouchsafes the gift of that power to 
all that seek it from Him for the sake of Christ. Why 
some never seek this grace, or why, having once re- 
ceived the grace, they fail to use it, or resist its influ- 
ences, — these are mysteries which we cannot fathom. 
It is enough for us to know that we obtain that inestim- 
able gift from God, and that we may, if we yield our- 
selves to the influences of the Holy Spirit, and work 
with Him, fulfil more or less the requirements of the 
Christian life, and be made meet for the life of heaven. 
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Let US consider now more distinctly by what means 
this power of the Holy Spirit is to be obtained. 

Now we trust that every earnest effort to live to Gtod, 
every holy aspiration and resolve and endeavour, does 
draw down for us from on high increase of grace. But 
there are some special means which God has appointed 
by which the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is obtained, 
and which are therefore specially regarded as " means 
of grace.'* 

To one of these Confirmation has just afforded you 
admission for the first time. Indeed, admission to the 
Holy Communion is thp ' only external change *' of con- 
dition resulting from that sacred rite. The nature and 
various aspects of the Holy Communion, the plan of the 
Communion Service, and the preparation which should 
be made before coming to it, are subjects on which I 
have dwelt with you all privately, and on which, there- 
fore, I will not enlarge now. Only let me remind you 
that the Holy Communion is one great means of grace. 
In it, as often as we partake of it worthily, we spiri- 
tually feed on Christ, and are again and again con- 
firmed in our living union with Him, as branches with 
the vine, and receive anew those blessings which flow 
forth from Him, especially a cleansing from past sin, and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit to purify and strengthen us 
for the time to come. Value, then, highly that solemn 
ordinance. Think of it as the second Sacrament, i.e. as 
the visible means appointed by our Lord for maintaining 
that spiritual life which Baptism, the first Sacrament, 
was the visible means of commimicating first. You 
have knelt together — ^you who have just been confirmed, 
• Dr. Vaugban. 
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and those of your friends who desired to be present with 
you at your first Communion — you have knelt together 
to-day at the table of the Lord, and been united to one 
another and to our blessed Saviour for the first time in 
this solemn rite ^. And the Holy Spirit has, we trust, 
come to each one of you, confirming and strengthening 
you by His power. And now let me urge you most 
strongly to resolve, every one of you, never to miss the 
opportunities oflFered to you of coming to the Lord's 
Supper. Some are kept from coming to the Holy Com- 
munion by simple thoughtlessness and indifference; 
some by a low estimate of its value ; some by the thought 
of their own unworthiness, and a mistaken idea of the 
Holy Communion, as if it were only suited to seasons of 
special seriousness and retirement, and to those who 
are comparatively free from sin, and not (as it is) one 
great means of obtaining support for our daily spiritual 
life, a channel through which pardon and strength flows 
forth from Christ to every sin- laden but struggling and 
contrite soul. Do not, then, let any of these errors keep 
you from drawing near, at least month by month, to the 
Table of the Lord. Remember that in it you may obtain 
that strength which you need amid the dangers and 
temptations of daily life. And, therefore, come to it as 
often as you can, to seek earnestly in it that strength of 
the Holy Spirit, full of sorrow for your many sins, full 
of the sense of your own need and weakness, full of 
love to Christ who has obtained for us pardon and 
strength, full of reliance on the power and goodness of 
God in Christ. 

^ On the first Sunday after Confirmation, when the Holy Communion 
had been admmistered to those who had just been confirmed. 
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The Holy Communion is thus one great means of 
grace. And another one, all important, applicable to 
all times and circumstances, is prayer. Prayer is the 
converse of man with God. It is the act of the Spirit as 
it breathes up to God in heaven its incense of confession, 
and petition, and thanksgiving, and praise. It is the 
heart's outpouring of its joys and sorrows, its hopes and 
fears, its adoration and love, into the ear of the Most 
High, And that ear of Him who never slumbers nor 
sleeps is ever open to the sound of His children's 
prayer. It is, we believe, to Him the most acceptable 
tribute of homage and love ; the unfailing means of 
obtaining increase of grace from Him. "They that 
wait on the Lord shall renew their strength '' are the 
words of the Prophet Isaiah ^. And our Lord Himself 
assures us, "Ask and it shall be given you^." And 
again, " Whoso oflfereth praise glorifieth Me ® " are the 
words of the Psalmist, declaring God's acceptance of the 
tribute of prayer. Commune, then, with Him in prayer, 
I would most earnestly beseech you, more frequently 
and more earnestly than you have ever done before. In 
the silence of your own chamber morning and evening ; 
in the retirement of your own inner spirit constantly ; 
in the worship of the Household ; in the services of the 
House of God; commune with Him. Go to Him in 
troubles that they may not overwhelm you; in joys 
that they may not fall into excess. Ask of Him counsel 
in your difficulties, guidance in your doubts, strength in 
your weakness. Pray to Him for others, specially for 
those near and dear to you, as well as for yourselves. 
His power can penetrate to those who may be beyond 
« Isa. xl. 31. «» St. Matt. vii. 7. • Ps. L 23. 
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the reach, or the influence, of your own. Pray to Him, 
above all, for the gift of the Holy Spirit to keep you 
amid life's dangers, and prepare you for the life of 
heaven. Prepare yourselves (if it be by but a few mo- 
ments given to collecting your thoughts) before you draw 
near, and be earnest while you are addressing Him. 
And thus make your service of prayer not a heart- 
less form, nor even a necessary task, but the exercise of 
a blessed privilege, the acceptable act of loving homage, 
the use of a great means of obtaining spiritual strength 
for others and for yourselves. 

There is one other means of grace which I must 
briefly touch on, namely, membership in the Church of 
Christ. This seems to me the one of which we think 
least. We do not consider how much help we may 
contribute to, or derive from, the Church to which we 
belong. We shall, indeed, each of us have to give in 
our own separate individual account at the last day. 
But still, during life, we do not stand alone. We are 
members of a great community ; and we enjoy, or may 
enjoy, in a special degree, the blessing of the Holy 
Spirit's influence, as members of it. It may be we shall 
know hereafter how much we have been kept from 
danger, or preserved from error, or strengthened in 
weakness, or enabled to overcome evil within, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit resting with us as mem- 
bers, though unworthy members, of the Church of 
Christ. For that Church is represented to us as the 
body of Christ, as His bride, and His kingdom, com- 
posed of Christians as the subjects over whom He is 
the Head and King. And that body He quickens with 
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His Spirit; that bride He desires to adorn with the 
graces of His love ; to the subjects of that kingdom He 
imparts specially the gifts of the Holy Ghost. And 
this thought may well inspire us at once with confidence 
and fear; for it fills us with confidence and hope as 
members of the Church of Christ ; it gives us access 
with confidence to the Throne of Grace, as trusting that 
we are looked on with special favour by God. But it 
should make us fear too, lest we rend the unity of 
Christ's Church by our pride of intellect or indifierence 
to truth ; or spoil the beauty, and purity, and integrity 
of it by our evil example, or folly, or sin ; and thus 
in our measure impede the action of the Holy Spirit 
upon the whole body of the Church, and affect the well- 
being of the other members of the Church as well as of 
ourselves ; or lest we lose the fulness of our Christian 
privileges by being unloyal subjects of Christ,' not true 
members of His body, not valuing its privileges, not 
observing its ordinances, not reverencing its Sovereign, 
not conforming to its laws ; nay, lest we even quench the 
light of the Spirit altogether, and be found like the 
foolish virgins of the parable, in the great day of the 
marriage-feast of the Lamb. 

Seek, then, earnestly the gift of the Holy Spirit 
through the means of grace. Seek it as members of 
Christ's Church, striving and praying that you may be 
faithful and true members of it ever more and more. 
Seek it by spiritual union with our Saviour in the Holy 
Communion of His Body and Blood. And seek it at 
all times by fervent and continual prayer. So may 
the Holy Spirit indeed keep you all, and bring you 
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through this present life to eternal glory in the future 
world. 

Let me recommend you to read this week St. Matt. 
XXV. to ver. 10, xxvi. to ver. 36 ; 1 Cor. xi. 17 to end ; 
St. Luke xi. to ver. 14; St. John vi. 

And to ask yourselves the following questions : — 

(1) What is meant by means of grace P 

(2) What is meant by the word Sacrament ? 

(3) What are the two Sacraments? and why are 
there only two ? 

(4) In what way are they means of grace ? 

(5) How does Scripture speak of the power of 
prayer P 

(6) What is meant by Christ's Church ? And what 
are the blessings specially oflFered to the members of it ? 

(7) How should I endeavour to be a true member 
of the Church, and to enjoy the privileges of one P 

And to use the following prayers : — 

T ET Thy merciful ears, Lord, be open to the prayers 
of Thy humble servants ; and that they may obtain 
their petitions^ make them to ask such things as shall 
please Thee ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A LORD, we beseech Thee to keep Thy Church and 
household continually in Thy true religion; that 
they who do lean only upon the hope of Thy heavenly 
grace may evermore be defended by Thy mighty power ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



LECTURE VIII. 



FOB THE EiaETE WEEK. 



THE BLESSINGS, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND DANGERS OF 
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

My Friends, — We have now completed our course 
of meditation. We have reflected on the engagements 
entered into at Baptism, and the blessings then re- 
ceived. We have considered the promises made by us 
on our part at Confirmation, and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit bestowed on us anew in that solemn rite. And 
we have reviewed the general plan of the duties which 
we have to fulfil in the Christian life, on which you 
have now, after Confirmation, more fully entered, and 
the means by which we may hope to obtain continual 
increase of the Holy Spirit, to enable us to perform our 
work well, and fit us for the life of heaven. But I 
wish, before the special relation into which we have 
been brought for some few weeks is ended, and you 
pass into the general body of the congregation again, 
to address you once more, and lead you to reflect for 
one further week on the general view which the fore- 
going meditations have suggested of the blessings, and 
responsibilities, and dangers of the Christianas life. 

For great, indeed, are the blessings which we enjoy. 
Living in the midst of them ; breathing, as it were, an 
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atmosphere of Christianity, we are scarcely conscious 
of them. We need to place ourselves in contrast with 
the heathen who have them not, in order to recognise 
clearly how great they are. For we are brought near 
to Christ in our infancy and presented to Him by faith- 
ful parents, that we may from the first be brought 
within the influence of His gracious love. The grace 
of the Holy Spirit is ever flowing forth to us more and 
more from Christ, in answer to the earnest prayers of 
ourselves ; and, even when ours fail, in answer (as we 
trust) to those of our friends and of the Church at 
large. It is confirmed to us at Confirmation and the 
Holy Communion, and in all the ordinances of Christ's 
Church. It aids every aspiration, and resolve, and 
endeavour of our hearts. Then we have the light of 
the pure Word of God to shine upon us, guiding us and 
cheering us on our path in life. We have opportunities 
of worshipping Him, and hearing His Word read and 
preached, constantly afibrded us. We have the ex- 
ample of Christians around to influence us. We live 
in a society leavened, at least, in some measure — would 
it were more thoroughly leavened — ^by the leaven of 
the Gospel of Christ. And with all these privileges 
granted us, must we not feel that God will say of us, 
far more even than He said it of the Jewish Church, 
" What more could have been done for My vineyard 
which I have not done for it * P" if, when He comes 
and looks for fruit. He finds in us none of the good 
fruit of a life dedicated to His service and regulated by 
His holy will ? 

• Isa. V. 4. 
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For, as you will see at once, these special privileges 
bring with them special responsibilities as well. We 
cannot be as the heathen are. We cannot, even if 
we could wish to be so, be like them in their sin and 
in their punishment. Oh no ! Think how great our 
responsibility is ; how much we shall have to give ac- 
count for at the last great day. Suppose we should 
be found then to have harboured some evil temper, or 
pride, or covetousness, or indiflFerence to the truth and 
the worship of God, and never to have truly repented 
of it ; to have had no real love for God and Christ ; and to 
have made no eflForts to advance the cause of the Gospel 
on earth. Or suppose we be shewn to have yielded to 
some impure, or self-indulgent, or indolent, or uncha- 
ritable inclination, till we gradually formed the evil 
habit, and became bound by its chains for life ; perhaps 
have fallen at length into some grievous sin, and 
fallen for ever. And then the righteous Judge will 
tell us — nay, our own consciences will remind us — 
of the lessons of right learnt, perhaps, in our early 
years, and neglected in after-life; of motions of the 
Holy Spirit again and again resisted ; of the still small 
voice of conscience gradually silenced ; of aspirations 
after higher and better things checked; of warnings 
and exhortations from God's ministers, or from friends, 
unheeded ; of the ministry, it may be, of unseen spi- 
rits thwarted ; the terrors of God's wrath, the eternal 
joys offered to us through Christ, alike disregarded: 
God, — who willeth not the death of a sinner, who gave 
His own Son to die for us, that in Him we might have 
pardon and strength, whose sorrowing cry over us 
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was " Why will ye die P'* as it was over the house of 
Israel of old, — God thus doing all to recover us, but 
all in vain. What shall we have then to answer to 
these things? How shall we refuse to admit the 
justice of our awful doom P 

And yet reflect once more that this is no imaginary 
picture. For if we have great blessings given to us, 
we are exposed to special dangers correspondently. 
Dangers and temptations through which how many, 
as we must fear, are passing every hour into eternal 
woe ! The "mystery of evil" is indeed a mystery; but 
of the fact of it we are sure. There are evil spirits 
all around us, striving to involve us in ruin with them- 
selves, whispering secret suggestions of evil, or employ- 
ing the influence of evil men and the pomp of outward 
things as instruments for ensnaring us, or establishing 
themselves, where we give them. an entrance, in the 
very stronghold of our own hearts. And the greater 
our privileges, the more earnest our eflforts, the more 
strenuous, and varied, and subtle will be their exertions 
to win us away from God. Was it not against our 
Blessed Lord Himself, " immediately*' after His Bap- 
tism, (as it is expressly recorded,) that the tempter put 
forth all his strength ^ P Let the thought of our Lord's 
temptation suggest to you at once watchfulness, and 
comfort, and hope. Be watchful^ as expecting that now 
especially, after your Confirmation, with the serious 
thoughts, and earnest resolves, and fervent prayers, 
and fresh outpouring of God's grace, which this solemn 
season has brought with it, Satan wUl use all his arts 

^ St. Mark i. 13. 
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to regain you if he can. He may make sin more tempt- 
ing than ever before; or make some to scoff at your 
earnestness, or represent it as affectation and parade ; or 
he may seek to make you relax, as if you had now 
done enough ; or he may try to make you give up little 
by little those resolves which you have made to be 
earnest in prayer, diligent in the study of God's Word, 
especially on the day of rest, regular in attending the 
worship and ordinances of God in His House. There- 
fore expect all these and a thousand such dangers, and 
watch. But, again, when these temptations assail you, 
and you yield, as you will be sure to yield in some 
measure, do not despair; but, while you sorrow over 
your faults, take comfort in the thought that none are 
free from trial and temptation ; that the more you are 
striving to be holy the more are you sure to be assailed. 
And, once more, f^el entire hope and trmt in the 
strength of Christ. He, and He only, conquered temp- 
tation utterly. And if we strive to resist it after His 
example and in His strength ; if we never despair ; if 
we never give up our struggle ; never cease to mourn 
over our sin ; never fail to seek the help of His Holy 
Spirit by prayer and by every means more and more, 
we shall assuredly be able, (as I said to you before,) if 
not to conquer entirely, yet to fight the good fight to 
the last, and be accepted as faithful soldiers and ser- 
vants of Him at the last great day. 

To His good care I now most affectionately commit 
you; humbly trusting that you all, and he now who 
has been permitted to address you during these few 
weeks, may be enabled by Him to live on to the end, 
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mindful of our high destiny, our glorious privileges, 
our great responsibility ; mindful, too, of the dangers 
which beset us in our passage through this world; 
always distrustful of our own powers ; always reljring 
on the strength of the Holy Spirit, given by God to 
all the true and faithful followers of Christ; always 
looking stedfastly to the hope which is set before us, 
even of being for ever with Christ, pure and bright 
immortal spirits in a world of bliss, all dangers and 
temptation ended, all enemies for ever overcome. 



Let me recommend you to read this week the fol- 
lowing passages, — Isaiah v. ; Heb. vi. ; St. Luke xi. ; 
1 Peter v. 

And to ask yourselves the following questions : — 

(1) What are the chief privileges which a Christian 
enjoys? 

(2) What special responsibilities are attached to the 
enjoyment of them P 

(3) Where does Scripture expressly declare thisP 
(Luke xii. 47, 48.) 

(4) What special dangers do they bring with them ? 

(5) How may we hope to overcome these dangers? 

(6) What practical lessons are taught us by the 
temptation of our Lord P 

And to use the following prayers : — 

T ORD, we beseech Thee, grant Thy people grace to 

withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh, 

and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to 
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follow Thee the only God. And grant that we may 
so faithfully serve Thee in this life, that we fail not 
finally to attain Thy heavenly promises : through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

jZEEP, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church with 
■■■^ Thy continual mercy ; and because the frailty of 
man without Thee cannot but fall, keep us ever by Thy 
help from all things hurtfiil, and lead us to all things 
profitable to our salvation : through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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ranged anew. Fcap. 8vo., antique 
cloth, 6s. ; antique calf, red edges, 
10s. 6d. 



SPINCKES' DEVOTIONS. 

TRUE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
MAN'S COMPANION IN THE 
CLOSET : or, A oomplete Manual of 
Private Devotions, eolleoted firom the 
Writings of eminent Divines of the 
Church of England. By Natharibl 
Spimokss. Fcap, %vo,,fioriatedhor' 
ders, cloth antique, 4s. 

TAYLOR'S HOLY LIVINB. 

THE RULE AND EXERCISES OF 
HOLY LIVING. By Bishop Ji- 
B£MT TATLoa. In which are de- 
scribed the means and instruments 
of obtaining every virtue, and the re- 
medies against every vice. Antique 
cloth, U, 

TAYLOR'S HOLY DYINB. 

THE RULE AND EXERCISES OF 
HOLT DTING. By Bishop Jb- 
BBMY Taylor. In which are de- 
scribed the means and instruments 
of preparing ourselves and others re- 
spectively for a blessed death, &o. 
Antique clothe U, 

ANCIENT COLLECTS. 
L(Uely published. Vide p. 6. 



THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. Thoughts in Verse for the Sundayi 
and Holydays throughout the year. 
Octavo Edition,— Large type, cloth, lOs. 6d.; morocco, by Mayday, 

21s. ; antique calf, 18s. 
Foolscap Octavo Edition^— Cloth, 78. 6d. ; morocco, 10s. 6d. j morocco 

by Hay day, 158. ; antique calf, 12s. 
18mo. Edition, — Cloth, 6s. ; morocco, 8s. 6d. 
82mo. Edition,— Cloth, 3s. 6d.; morocco, plain, 58.; morocco, by 

Mayday, 7s. 
Cheap Edition,— Cloth, Is. 6d.; bound, 28. 
LYRA INNOCENTIUM. ThoughtsinVersefor Christian Children. 
Fcap, %vo,, cloth, 78. 6d. ; morocco, lOs. 6d. 32mo. Edition, — Clothe 

Ss. 6d. ; morocco, plain, fis. ; morocco, by Sayday, 78. 
Cheap Edition, — Cloth, Is. 6d.; bound, 2s. 
MORNING THOUGHTS. By a Clergyman. Suggested by the 
Second Lessons for the Daily Morning Service throughout the 
Year. 2 vols. FooUcap %vo,, cloth, 5s. each, 
THE CHILD'S CHRISTIAN YEAR. Hymns for Avery Sunday 
and Holyday throughout the Year. Cheap Edition, 18mo., cloth, U. 
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THEOIX>aiCAIi AND DEVOTIOHAIi W0BK8, 



Church Poetry — etmtintted. 

FLORUM SACRA. By the Rev. G. Homt Smtttah. Second 
Ediiunu 16mo., la. 

THE CATHEDRAL. 32mo., with EngraTuigs, 48. 6(L 
Fcap, 8tw., Eighth Edition, Ts. 6d. 

THOUGHTS IN PAST YEARS. The ^Rxth Edition, with seTeral 
new Poems, 32iiio., cloth, 4&. 6d. 

THE BAPTISTERY; or, The Way of Eternal Life. 32iiio., cloth, 

38. 6d. 
The above Three Volume* uniform, neatly hound in morocco, 32mo., 18«. 

THE CHRISTIAN SCHOLAR. FooUcap 800., lOa. 6d. 
32mo., cloth, 48. 6cL 

THE SEVEN DAYS ; or, The Old and New Creation. Jfeap. Stw., 
new Edition, cloth, 7s. 6d. 



CHRISTIAN BALLADS AND POEMS. By the Rev. A. C. 

CoxE. ISmo. A New Edition, with addition*, just pubUehed, 

price 38. 
Dreamland, and other Ballads, in a packet of 12 for One Shilling. 

EPITAPHS FOR COUNTRY CHURCHYARDS. Collected and 
arranged hy Augustus J. C. Hare. .Fcap. 800., cloth, 2s. 6d. 



HYMNS FROM THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY, for each Sun- 
day and the Festivals of our Lord. By the Rev. J. E. Bode, M.A., 
Rector of Westwell, Oxon. ; Author of Ballads from Herodotus, 
Bampton Lectures, &c. ISmo., Is. 

THE CLEVELAND PSALTER. The Book of Psalms in Eng- 
lish Verse, and in Measures suited for Sacred Music By E. 
Churton, M.A., Archdeacon of Cleveland. Foolscap Svo., cloth, 
78. 6d. 

PSALMODY FOR THE CHRISTIAN SEASONS, selected from 
the CLEVELAND PSALTER. l6mo., Is. 

ENGLISH HYMNAL. A Hymn- hook for the Use of the Church 
of England. Third Edition, iSmo,, cloth, U. 

A COLLECTION OF ANTHEMS used in the Cathedral and Col- 
legiate Churches of England and Wales. By W. Marshall, 
Mus. Doc. ji New Fdition, 12mo., cloth, with Appendix, 3s. 
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PT7BLISHED B7 J. H. AND J. PABKEB. 



ODatecj^ettcal 1les$(ons. 

Designed to aid the Clergy in Public Catechising. Feap, Svo, 



I. The Apostles* Creed. 6d. 
II. The Lord's Prayer. 6d. 

III. The Ten Commandments. 

6d. 

IV. The Two Sacraments. 6d. 
V. The Parables. Part I. Is. 

VI. The Parables. Part II. Is. 

VII. The Thirty-nine Arti- 

cles. Is. 6d. 



VIII. The Morning and Even- 
ing Prayer, and the 
Litany. Is. 
IX. The Miracles op our 

Lord. Part I. Is. 

X. The Miracles op our 

Lord. Part IL Is. 

XL On the Saints* Days. Is. 



Now publishing, in Monthly VohttneSf with a Frontispiece, price Is. 
A NEW SERIES OP 

HISTORICAL TALES, 

Illustrating Church History, 

^hi)}ttb for 6tmral ^abxng, ^aroc^^ $tbtixmn, ^c. 



Ensrland. Vol. I. 

No. 1.— The Cave in the Hills; or, 

Ceecilius Viriathus. 
No. 14. — The Alleluia Battle ; or, 

Pelagianiftm in Britain. 
No. 6.— Wild Scenes amongst the Celts. 
No. r.— The Rivals : a Tale of the 

Anglo-Saxon Church. 
No. 10.— The Black Danes. 

Enfirland. Vol. II. 

No. 21.— The Forsaken ; or, The Times 

of St. Dunstan. 
No. 18.— Aubrey De L*Ome; or. The 

Times of St. Anselm. 
No. 16.— Alice of Fobbing: or, The Times 

of Jack Straw and Wat Tyler. 
No. 24. — Walter the Armourer; or, The 

Interdict. 
No. 27.— Agnes Martin ; or. The Fall 

of Cardinal Wolsey. 

America and our Colonies. 

No. 8.— The Chief's Daughter; or. The 
Settlers in Virginia. 

No. 8.— The Convert of Massaehusetts. 

No. 20.— Wolfingham; or, The Convict- 
Settler of Jervis Bay. 

No. 25.— The Catechumens of the 
Coromandel Coast. 

No. 28.— Rose and Minnie; or. The 
Loyalists : a Tale of Canada in 1837. 



France and Spain. 

No. 2.— The Exiles of the Cebenna; 
a Journal written during the Decian 
Peisecution. 
No. 22.— The Dove of Tabenna; and 

The Rescue. 

No. 23.— Larache : a Tale of the Portu- 

gueseChurch in the Sixteenth Century. 

Two more Tales will shortly he issued 

to complete this volume. « 

Eastern and Northern Europe. 

No. 11.- The Conversion of St. Vladi- 
mir ; or. The Martyrs of Kief. 

No. 17.— The Northern Light : a Tale of 
Iceland and Greenland. 

No. 13.— The Cross in Sweden ; or. The 
Days of King Ingi the Good. 

No. 6.— The Lazar-House of Leros : a 
Tale of the Eastern Church. 

No. 26.— The Daughters of Pola : a 
Tale of the Great Tenth Persecution. 

Asia and Africa. 

No. 19.— Lucia's MaiTiage ; or. The 

Lions of Wady-Araba. 
No. 9.— The Quay of the Dioscuri : a 

History of Nioene Times. 
No. 4. The Lily of Tiflis : a Sketch 

from Georgian Church History. 
No. 12.-The Sea-Tigers : a Tale of Me- 

disBval Nestorianism. 
No. 15.— The Bride of RamcutUh : a 

Tale of the Jesuit Missions to the East. 
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THEOIiOaiCAI. AMI} JSBWOTIOiBAL WOQEKKB, 



Itbrais of t^ :§u(bn%. 



S. AUGUSTINE^S ConfenoDS. JItmrfh EdUmm - 

SennoDS on the New Test. 2 toU. - 

■ Homilies on the Psalms. 6 toIs. 

OB the Gospel sad Fiist Epistle 

of S. John. 2 Tols. .... 
Praetical Treatises . - - - 



S.CHRYSOSTOM on S. Matthew. 3 toIs. - 
— ^— Homilies on S. John. 2 vols. 
— — ^^— on the Acts. 2 vols. 

on S. Paul's Epistles. 7 toIs. in 6 

on the Statues ... 

S. CYRIL'S Lectures on the Creed. Zrd Bd, - 
S.CYPRIAN'SWoilu. 2 toIs. 9rd EdUmm 
S. GREGORY THE GREAT on Book of JoK 4 toIs. 
S. EPHREM'S Rhythms on the Natrrity, and on Faith,— 

(From the Syriae) .... 

S.ATHANASIUS. Against the Arians. 2 toIs. Imd Ed. 

Historical Tracts - - - - 

The Festol Epistles .... 

TERTULLIAN'S Treadses. 2md BdUum - 
S. JUSTIN MARTYR. Jmstjmhlished 

Or ike campleU set, 41 voU. ... 



£ s. 
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ORIGINAL TEXTS. 

S. AUGUSTINI Confessiones - - -070 

S. CHRYSOSTOMI in Epist. ad Corinth. I. - - 10 6 

ad Corinthios II. - - - 8 

— — ad Romanos - - - - 9 

ad Galatas et Ephesios - - - 7 

ad Philipp., Coloss., Thessal. - - 10 6 

ad Tim., Tit., Philem. - - - 8 

■ ad Hehraeos et Indices - - - 12 



THEODORETI ad Romanos, Corinth, et GalaL - 8 
10 



PT7BLISHED B7 J. H» AND J. PAKCEB. 



Hfbrarg of ^nglo-aDatj^oHc ^jbeologg. 



BP, ANDREWES* Senriona. 5 vols. 

■ Pattern of Catechistical Doctrine, &c. 

Tortura Torti ... 

Responsio ad Apol. Card. Bellarmini 

— — Preces Privatse. Gr. et Lat. 

•— — Opuscula Posthuma 

— ^— Minor Works and Indices - 

BP.BEVERIDGE'S English Works. 10 vols. 

- Codex Canonum. 2 vols. 
ABP. BRAMHALVS Works. 5 vols. 
BP, B ULVS Harmony on Justification. 2 vols. 

Works on the Trinity. 8 vols. 

BP. COSINES Works. 5 vols. 
CRAKANTHORTS Del Eccl. Anglicanas - 
FRANK'S Sermons. 2 vols. 
BP, FORBES' Considerationes Modestse. 2 vols. 
BP, GUNNING on the Paschal, or Lent Fast 
HAMMOND'S Practical Catechism - 

' Minor Theological Works - 

Sermons. 2 Parts 

HICKES* Treatises on the Priesthood. 8 vols. 
JOHN JOHNSON'S Unhloody Sacrifice. 2 vols. 

■ English Canons. 2 vols. - 

ABP,LAUiySWoTkB. Complete. 7 vols. - 
L' ESTRANGED S Alliance of Divine Offices - 
MARSHALL'S Penitential Discipline 
BP, NICHOLSON on the Catechism 
BP. OVERALL'S Convocation- Book. 8vo. - 
BP, PEARSON'S Vindicias Ignatianss. 2 vols. 
THORNDIKE'S Works. Complete. 6 tols. 
BP, WILSON'S Works. Complete. With Life, by 
Rev. J. Keble. 7 vols. (8 Parts) - 



£ 9. 


d. 


1 15 

- 5 
6 
6 
5 
4 

- 6 











8 10 
14 






1 15 





10 
15 






1 10 





- 7 





10 





12 





6 





5 
5 
10 







15 





10 
12 






- 8 8 





- 6 





- 4 





6 





5 





10 





2 10 
I , 3 







11 



THEOLOGICAL AND DEVOTIONAL WORKS, 



S>ermon». 



ARMSTRONG.— Parochial Sermons. By the late Lord Bishop 
of Grahainstown. Second Edition, Fcap, Svo., cloth, 5s, 

— — ^— Sermons on the Fasts and Festivals. Second 



Edition. Ecap, Svo., chth, 5s. 

BARKER.-— Plain Sermons preached in Parish Churches. By the 
Rev. Thomas Barker, M.A., of Queen's College, Oxford; late 
Tutor of Codrington College, Barbados. Post 8i;o., cloth, 68. 6d. 

BEYERIDGE. — Sermons on the Ministry and Ordinances of the 
Church of England. By Bishop Beveridoe. 12ino., cloth, Ss. 

BURBIDGE. — Leamington College Sermons.— School Life. — Ser- 
mons preached in the Chapel of Leamington College. By Thomas 
BuRBiDGE, LL.D., Master of the College. Fcap, %vo,, cloth, 5s. 

BURROWS. — Parochial Sermons, by the Rev. Henry W. Bur- 
rows, B.D., Perpetual Curate of Christ Church, St. Pancras. 
Fcap. Svo., cloth, 6s. 

Second Series. Fcap, 8i;o., cloth, 58. 

CHRISTIAN SEASONS.— Short and Plain Sermons for every 
Sunday and Holyday throughout the Year. Edited by the late 
Bishop op Grahamstown. 4 vols., Fcap, %vo., cloth, 16s. . 

. A Second Series of Sermons for the Christian Seasons 



Uniform with the above. 4 vols., Fcap. Svo., cloth, 16s. 

By a Writer in the Tracts for the Christian Seasons. 
ILLUSTRATIONS OF FAITH.— EIGHT PLAIN SERMONS, 
by a Writer in the ** Tracts for the Christian Seasons:" — Abel; 
Enoch; Noah; Abraham; Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph ; Moses; The 
Walls of Jericho ; Conclusions. Fcap, Svo., cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Uniform, and by the same Author, 



Plain Sermons on the Book 
OP Common Prayer. Fcap. 
Svo,, cloth, 5s, 

Historical and Practical 
Sermons on the Supper- 



ings and Resurrection of 
OUR Lord. 2 vols., Fcap. 8vo., 
cloth, lOs. 
Sermons on New Testament 
Characters. Fcap, Svo,, 4s. 



FAMILY READING.— Ninety Short Sermons for Family Reading, 
following the Order of the Christian Seasons. 2 vols., Fcap, Svo,, Ss. 

FRASER. — Parish Sermons. Second Series. By William Fraser, 
B.C.L., Vicar of Alton, Staffordshire, and Domestic Chaplain to 
the Earl of Shrewsbury and Talbot. Fcap, Svo,, cloth, red edges, Ss. 
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PT7BLISHED BY J. H. AND J. PABEEB. 



Sermona — continved, 

FURSE. — Sermons preached for the most part in the Churches of 
St. Mary and St. Matthias, Richmond, Surrey. By Charles 
Wellington Furse, M.A., of Balliol College ; Curate of Christ 
Church, St.Pancra8; and formerly Lecturer of St. George's Chapel, 
Windsor. Post Svo., cloth, 6s. 

HARSTON.— Sermons by the Rev. E. Harston, Rector of Tam- 
worth. Svo., cloth, 10s. 6d. 

HEATHCOTE. — Seven Sermons preached on the Sundays in Lent, 
and Easter-day, 1862. By Gilbert Vyvyan Heathcote, Lite- 
rate Priest; Curate in sole charge of Rushall, Diocess of Salisbury, 
Crown Svo., 2s. 6d. 

HEURTLEY.— The Union between Christ and His People. By the 
Rev. C. A. Heurtley, D.D., Canon of Christ Church. Second 
Edition, %vo,, cloth, 5s. 6d. 



-^— - Justification : Eight Sermons atBampton's Lecture, 1845. 

Second Edition. 8t;o., cloth, 9s. 
HUNTINGTON'S Sermons for the Holy Seasons of the Church, 

with others on various subjects. Svo., clolh» 6s. 

- Second Series, Svo., cloth, 6s. 

HUNTLEY.— The Year of the Church. A Course of Sermons 
by the late Rev. Richard Webster Huntley, M.A., some- 
time Fellow of All Souls' College, Oxford, &c. ; with a short 
Memoir by the Editor, the Rev. Sir G. Prevost, Bart., M.A. 
Fcap. Svo., cloth lettered, 7s. 6d. 

HUSSEY. — Sermons, mostly Academical. With a Preface, contain- 
ing a Refutation of a Theory founded upon the Syriac Fragments 
of the Epistles of St. Ignatius. By the late Rev. Robert Hussey, 
B.D. Svo., cloth, 10s. 6d. 

LENTEN SERMONS AT OXFORD.— A Series of Sermons 
preached on the Evening of each Wednesday &nd Friday during the 
Season of Lent, 1857. Svo,, cloth, 148. Separately, Is. each. 

The Series for 1859. Fcap. Svo., cloth, 5s. 

LEEDS. — Sermons preached at the Consecration of St Savour's, 
Leeds. Svo., cloth, 7s. 6d. 

M ANT. —The Man of Sorrows. The Mental Sufferings of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ during His Passion ; considered in Five 
Discourses. By the Yen. Arcbdeacun Mant. 12mo., cloth, 28. 6d. 

MARRIOTT. — Sermons preached before the University of Oxford, 
and in other places. By the late Rev. C. Marriott, Fellow of 
Oriel College, Oxford. 12wo., cloth, 68. 

■ — Volume the Second. 12mo., cloth, 7s. 6d. 

18 



THEOLOGICAI. AND DEVOTIONAL WOBES, 



Sermons'-^eorUinued, 

MARRIOTT.— Lectures on the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. 
By the late Rev. C. Marriott, B.D., Fellow of Oriel College, 
Oxford. Edited by his Brother, the Rev. John Marriott. 
12mo., cloth, 6s. 

MATURIN.— Six Lectures on the Events of Holy Week. By 
William Maturin, M.A., Perpetual Curate of Grangegorman, 
Dublin. Second JSditiotit Croum Svo,, Utnp cloth, 28. 6d. 

MEYRICK. — The Wisdom of Piety, and other Sermons, addressed 
chiefly to Undergraduates. By the Rev. F. Meyrick, M.A., 
Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools; Fellow of Trinity College; 
late Select Preacher before the University of Oxford; and Her 
Majesty's Preacher at Whitehall. Crown Svo., 4s. 

MOBERLY. — Sermons on the Beatitudes, with others mostly 
preached before the University of Oxford; to which is added a 
Preface relating to the recent volume of ** Essays and Reviews." 
By the Rev. GEOBGhB Mobebly, D.C.L., Head Master of Win- 
chester College. Second Edition, Svo., lOs. 6d. 

MONRO. — Sermons, chiefly on the Responsibilities of the Ministerial 
Office. By the Rev. Edward Monro, Incumbent of Harrow Weald. 
Svo., clothf 78. 

PUSEY. — Parochial Sermons, preached on various occasions. By 
the Rev. E. B. Pusey, D.D. 8t>o. 



I. At the Ck)n8ecration of Orove Church. 

6d. 

II. Christ the Source and Role of Chris- 

tian Love. Is. $d. 

III. The Preaching of the Gospel a Pre- 
paration for our Lord's Coming. Is. 

rOod is Love. 

IV. J Whoso receiveth one such little 
tA Child in My Name, receiveth 

(. Me. Two Sermons, Is. 6d. | 

PUSEY. — Sermons preached before the University of Oxford. By 
the Rev. E. B. Pusey, D.D. In one vol. Svo., 9s. 



VI. The Day of Judgment. 6d. 

VII. Chastisements neglected, forenm* 
ners of greater. Is. 

VIII. Blasphemy against the Holy 
Ohost. Is. 

iz. Do all to the Lord Jesus. 6d. 
The Danger of Riches. 
Seek God first, and ye shall have 
alL Two Sermons, Is. 6d. 



M' 



Fathers and Church of England, 

1851. Is. 6d. 
The Presence of Christ in the Holy 

Eucharist. 1868. Is. 6d. 
Justification. 1868. Is. 
All Faith the gift of God.— Real Faith 

entire. Two Sermons. 1866. 28. 



Patience and Confidence the Strength 

of the Church. 1848. Is. 
The Holy Eucharist : a Comfort for the 

Penitent. 1848. Is. 6d. 
Entire Absolution of the Penitent. 

1846. Two Sermons. Is. 6d. and Is. 
The Rule of Faith, as maintained by the 

PUSEY.— Parochial Sermons. From Advent to Whitsuntide. Vol. I. 

Third Edition, Svo., cloth, 10s. 6d. Vol. II. Third Edition. Svo,, 

cloth, lOs. 6d. 
SEWELL. — A Year's Sermons to Boys. Preached in tbe College 

Chapel, Radley. By the Rev. Dr. Sewell. Second Edition, Soo.^ 

cloth, 78. 6d. 
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FT7BLISHED BY J. H. AND J. PABKEB. 

^Ibe practical €}ixl%tlatC% 'Etbrarp* 

AUGUSTINE. — The Confessions of St. Augustine. ISmo., cUth, 28. 

A KEMPIS. — Of the Imitation of Christ. By Thomas a Kempis. 
Four Books. A cheap Edition, entire. ISmo,, cloth, Is. 

fiONWICKE.^The Life of Mr. Ambrose Bonwicke. Second Edi- 
tion, lSmo,f cloth f Is. 

NELSON. — The Life of George Bull, D.D., sometime Lord 
Bishop of St. David's. By Robert Nelson, Esq. ISmo., cloth. 
Is. 6d. 

PRAYER-BOOK. — A Companion to the Prayer-book, compiled 
from the best sources. A new Edition, ISmo., cloth, Is. 

HEYLIN.— The Doctrine and Discipline of the English Church. 
Extracted from the introduction to " Cyprianus Anglicus," or the 
Life of Archbishop Laud. By Peter Heylin, D,D. 18mo., 
cloth, 8d. 

HOOKER. — Of Divine Service, The Sacraments, &c. Being se- 
lections from Hooker's Fifth Book of the Ecclesiastical Polity. 
J new Edition, 18mo., cloth, Is. 6d. 

JONES OF NAYLAND.— Tracts on the Church ; containing— An 
Essay on the Church, &c. By the Rev. W. Jones, of Nayland. 
18mo., cloth. Is. 6d. 

— — On the Figurative Language of the Holy Scripture, and the 
interpretation of it from the Scripture itself. 18mo., cloth. Is. 6d. 

KEN. — A Manual of Prayers. By Bishop Ken. 18mo., cloth, 6d. 

NICHOLSON.— -An Exposition of the Catechism of the Church of 
England. By Bishop Nicholson. J new JEdition, 18ino., cloth. 
Is. 6d. 

PASCAL. — Thoughts on Religion, translated from the French. By 
Blaise Pascal. A new Edition, ISmo,, oloth. Is. 6d. 

SHERLOCK.— The Practical Christian, or Devout Penitent B> 
Dr. Sherlock. With a Life of the Author, by his former pupil, 
Thomas Wilson, D.D., sometime Lord Bishop of Sodor and Man. 
ISmo., cloth, 4s. ; or in four parts, sewed, Is. each. 

SPINCKES.— The True Church-of- England- Man's Companion in 
the Closet; or, A complete Manual of Private Devotions, collected 
from the writings of eminent Divines of the Church of England. 
Compiled by the Rev. Mr. Spinckes. 18mo., cloth, Is. 6d. 
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THEOLOGICAL AND DEVOTIONAL WORKS, 



The Practical ChristiarCs Library — continued. 

SUTTON. — Learn to Live. By Christopher Sutton, D.D. Anew 
Edition. \%mo,. Is. 6d. 

■ Learu to Die. By Christopher Sutton, D.D. A new 



Edition, 18mo., Is. 

TAYLOR. — The Golden Grove; a choice Manual, cont^ning what 
is to be believed, practised, and desired, or prayed for. By Bishop 
Jeremy Taylok. 18mo., cloth, 9d. 



The Rule and Exercises of Holy Living ; in which 

are described the means and instruments of obtaining every virtue, 
and the remedies against every vice. 18mo., cloth, Is. 6d. 

The Rule and Exercises of Holy Dying ; in which are 



described the means and instruments of preparing ourselves and 
others respectively for a blessed death, &c. ISmo., cloth, Is. 6d. 
The above two volumes in one, 2s. 6d. 

WILSON. — A Short and Plain Instruction for the better understand- 
ing of the Lord's Supper, with the necessary preparation required. 
A new Edition, reprinted entire. By Bishop Wilson. Z2mo., 
cloth, Is. 

Also an Edition with Rubrics in red, cloth, 32mo., 2s. 

Sacra Privata. Private Meditations, Devotions, and 



Prayers. Adapted to general use. 32mo., Is. 

With red Rubrics, cloth, 32fno., 2s. 



THE PENNY POST.— A Church of England Illustrated Maga- 
zine, issued Monthly. Price One Penny. 

ENIiAEGEMENT OF THE PENNY POST. 

With the January number of 1863 this Magazine was enlarged to 
Thirty-two Pages, with numerous Illustrations, containing Tales, 
Stories, Allegories; Notes on Religious Events of the Day; Essays, 
Doctrinal and Practical. The object is to combine amusement with 
instruction ; to provide healthy and interesting reading adapted for 
the Village as well as the Town. A part of each number is devoted 
to the " Children's Corner." The Editor's Box will be continued. — 
Monthly, One Penny. Subscribers' names received by all Book- 
sellers and Newsmen. 

Vols. I., II., III., and IV., of the Old Series, crown 8vo., cloth, 
may be obtained, price Is. 6d. each. 

Vols. I. to VII I. of the New Series, 8vo., in handsome wrapper. Is. ; 
or in cloth. Is. 8d. each. 
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